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From Mr. Mj/lne to Sir T7iomas Hyde Page. 

London^ September 29th^ 180!# 

A BEG leave to acquaint you, that I have been at Lynn, 
and have fet out the middle line, of the intended Cut, for the River Ouze» 
from thence upwards to Eau Brink, 

1 have abftaincd from doing any thing more in that bufinefs, until you 
have viewed and are fatisfied, that this line is agreeable to our intentions, 
and to the A6t of Parliament. 

I was engaged a fortnight on the fpot, and had no other affiftants than 
Mr. Golborne and my Son, with fome Fenmen, accuftomcd to the Country, 
It is vtry creditable to the large Map^ that it proved fo very exaft j by- 
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which 'Cleans my perfonal labour was much (hortencd; tho* to my ycar$> 
it was heavy enough. — I requcft the favour you will appoint a time, con- 
fiftcnt with your other duties; and I will give you the meeting lliere. 

I waited on the Mayor and other Magiftrates of the Town of Lynn^ 
and acquainted them, with this firft ftep of our proceedings;, with which 
attentions, they feemed to be well pleafed. 

I have the honor to be, 

Your's faithfully and truly^ 

•(Signed) liOREli T MYLNE^ 
To Sir T.H. Page. 



Froin Sir Thomas Hyde Pa^e to Mr. Mytne. 

Sea--Point, Black Reek, near Dublin, 17di October^ I801, 

SDeat ^ir. 

Your obliging favour of the 29th ult. would have been an- 
fwered fooner, had I not been in a diftant part of Ireland with a Committee 
of Engineers, to which Country my Letters were not forwarded from- 
Dublin ; and I am forry to exprefs that another vifit muft be made to the 
fame Country, to afcertain the beft Line for a great National Work, before 
ijc will be poffible for me to attend you in England; I however have hopes 
that I (hall foon be able to fet out for London, and to wait on you prior to- 
our going to Lynn. 

I fhould imagine, that m the mean while, but I fubmit it to your con- 
Cderation, Mr. Golborne might make a rough trace of the different breadths 
of the intended Cut from what was marked upon the large Map, which 
would fhorten the operation of our final decifion, which after the trouble 
you have already had, is not likely to be attended with any difference of 
opinion when we meet oi> the fpot, I am glad that the large Map wa& 

found 
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found as corrcd as I had fuppofed it to be, and it will enable Mr. Golbornc 
to do what is now neccffary to our fatisfa£lion« 

I am. Dear Sir, 

Your faithful and moft obliged, 
Humble Servant, 
(Signed) THOMAS HIDE PAGE. 

To Robert Mjine, Esq* 



From Mr. Mylne to Sir Thomas Hyde Page. 

London, November 11 tin 1801. 

Having received your obliging letter of the 17thof Oftober, 
I waited fome time to receive an expedled letter from Mr. Golbornc, 
before I anfwered it. You may remember, that I Hated to you, the cen- 
tral or middle line of the intended Cut, combined with the old parts at each 
end, is the main part of the queftion which you and I have to fettle. — 
All other parts fet out from such a line, if done, would be to do over 
again, if that thread of the Water (hould be, on better confidcration, to 
be altered. The expence (which is not fmall) to make the fame visible^ 
and underftandible to the Country^ would be loft, as alfo our time and 
trouble to repeat it. — For that and many other reaforts, I think itVould 
be better (nay the beft) to have a conference here, on the Plans, &c. with 
the aftual dimenfions of the present middle line on the large Map which 
is in Town with me, before we proceed further, 1 hope your affairs in 
Ireland will enable you, to give me one Day here, and then to proceed 

to the Marfhcs. 

I am, ever your*s, 

Moft faithfully, 

(Signed) ROBERT MYLNE. 

To Sir T. H. Page. 
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From Sir Titomas Byde Page to Mr. Mylne. 

Oxford-Street, No. 221, November 24tb, 180L 

I HAVE this Morning found the attefted Copy of the Eau- 
Brink Cut that was agreed upon by you and me in Manchefter Buildings, 
and now it only remains to find out in what Office the original is lodged. 

The Copy is figncd by Mr. Watte and Mr. Cubit, all the neceflary 
breadths are marked, and as it appears to have been so fully inveftigated by 
you and me, it will be very fatisfadtory to both of us, as no new idea, or 
difference in opinion can arife in tracing the lines on the ground according 
to the original Document. The outlines of the Cut being already fo 
well fettled, in the original Plan agreed upon, and the nature of our trull 
so clearly explained in the Aft of Parliament, it fcems only to be further 
neceffary for me to exprefs, in addition to what I have already commu- 
nicated in our laft converfation, that I ftiall be happy to unite my beft 
- endeavours with yours, in feeing riie important Objeft of our joint Confide- 
ration properly executed. 

I am, Dear Sir, 

Very faithfully your's, 

(Signed) Thomas hyde page. 

To Robert Mylne, Esq- 



From Mr. Mylne to Sir Thomas Hyde Page. 

Niew feivfer-Head, November 2(5th, ISOI. 

I WAS fitting down to anfweryour favour of the 23d, when I 

received yours of yesterday. — I (hall- be glad to fee the Papers and Plans 

. you mention, and compare them with the great Plan, which you have 

leen 
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fecn h^rc, and which has been prefervcd by the Commiftioners fmce the 
A6t paflcd, until the 13th of September laft, when it was delivered to me 
at Downham, by their Officer, as the Model of the Work. — I (hall be 
glad of the pleafure of meeting you, on that and other matters, previous to 
our Journey^ that your health may nat be leff^ned, or my age increafed 
prematurely amoi^ Fens and Marftiy Waters. 

I am, your's moft truly, 

(Signed) ROBERT MYLNE. 

To Sir T. H. Page. 



From Sir Thomas Hj/de Page to ^Mr. Mylne. 

Brjanston-Street, 23d December, I80K 

SDcar &ir, 

As you did not appear to recollect, in our converfation laft 
Monday, one of the Letters you had written to me, I think it neceflary to 
fend you a Copy of it, I hold the fame opinion with you, that the large 
Plan or Map you received at Downham from the Officer of the Eau-Brink 
Commiffioners, is the Model for the Work, and a ftri6t obfervaiice of it 
will prevent any unne<iefl&ry difcuffion. I am forry that after waiting more 
than a month in London upon the fubje^ of the Eau-Brink Cut, ftnd ha* 
ving returned from Ireland fooner than I otherwife flK^uld have done, and 
folely upon that account, we ftiould have made fo little progrefs, and that 
inftead of having proceeded to Lynn on my arrival, to trace the lines upon 
the Ground, die refuk of our laft Meeting was a propofal from you to 
adopt Dimenfirnis, at the end of the Cut near Lynn, different from thofe 
expreffed either in the lai^e Map you received af Downham, or thofe ipe- 
cified in the Ad: of Parliament, by tbe ufe t>f a difcrctioiiary power which 
1 cannot confcnt to admit, and by wWch the Channel, or excavated Wa- 
ter 
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ter courFe, would be narrowed, according to the Plan you produced, more 
than according to my judgement it ought to be, and which I believe could 
not be juftified by the Aft of Parliament, and would be moft decidedly 
contrary to my opinion. 

As we hold oppofite opinions, I am much at a lofs to know what further 
fteps we can take, but I conceive that it will be neceflary to afk the advice 
of the Commiffioners at their next Meeting, which will be the mod proba- 
ble way of relieving us from our prefent difagreeable indecifion. 

I have the honor to be. 
Dear Sir, 

Your moft obedient. 
Humble Servant, 

(Signed) THOMAS HYDE PAGE. 

To Robert Mylne, Esq. 



From Sir Thomas Hyde Page to Mr. Mylne. 

Oxford-Street, I2th December, 180K 

I HAVE fince our laft Meeting re-conftdered the Aft of Parlia*- 
ment for making the Eau-Brink Cut, with great attention, which has 
ftrongly confirmed me in the opinion I then held, that we fhould not 
make the alterations you fuggefted, in the forelands and interior bafe lines 
of the Banks, as the breadth of the Cut or Water Courfe would thereby be 
diminifhed, and in my opinion, the Navigation and Harbour materially 
injured. I muft candidly exprefs that the Cut as defcribed in your large 
Map is as narrow as it fhould be made, confiftent with fafety, or advantage, 
either to the Navigation or Drainage of the interior of the Country; 
and as that large Map is delivered to you by the Commiffioners, and of 

courfe 
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coiirfe it is the Record for their Proceedings, as well as for the part we have 
to aft as Truftecs and Profeffional Men; I hope and truft that my deter- 
mination not to excrcife any kind of difcrctionary power in altering the 
DimcnQons^ will meet your approbation. I have however another realbn 
for a ftndt obfervance of the Dimenfions expreffcd in the A6t of Parlia- 
ment only, which is their having had my approbation at the time the Bill 
was before Parliament, and my ftill holding the fame opinion, which makes 
me dcfirous of having what is required of us in marking out the Cut on 
the ground, done as foon as poffible. The A6t requires it to be done ei- 
ther by us, or in our presence, I therefore Ihall be ready to accompany 
you to Lynn as foon as it may luit your convenience. It is my intention 
to take Mr. Cubit with me, who is a good Land- Surveyor, and I fhould 
wifh you to have your Son, or fome other well qualified Perfon to adt on 
your part wiih Mr. Cubit, and that they might trace all the lines in our 
prefence on the fpot, and if Mr. Golborne could meet us, it would be fa- 
ti >faftory to me, in compliance with the wifh of the Commiffioners. I 
have a Copy of the intended Cut, taken from the Certified Copy, upon 
which I have made a Memorandum, which I wilh to communicate to you, 
and beg you will be good enough to name an early Day, when I will call 
upon you with it, at the New River-Head, \vhcre we fliall alfa have the 
large Map to refer to» 

I have the honor to be. 
Dear Sir, 

Your moft obedient. 
Humble Servant, 

(Signed) THOMAS HYDE PAGE. 

To Robert Mybe, Esq. 
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From Sir Thomas H\)de Page to Mr. Mylne. 

Oxford-Street, 14th December, 180!. 

I HAVE alkcd Mr. Cubit to call on you on my part early to- 
morrow Morning, and he will Qiew you the Memorandum mentioned in 
my laft letter of the 12th inftant, and the Copy of the Cut which he ha& 
made for my ufe. This will fave time, as my Lodging is fo far from the 
New River-Head; I (hall however before our Journey to Lynn, wifh to 
fee the large Map again, with the Copies that have been taken, 

I am. Dear Sir, 

Faithfully your's, 

(Signed) THOMAS HYDE PAGE. 

To Robert Mybie, Esq. 

P* S. I beg you will let Mr. Cubit compare the Memorandum with a 
particular part of the large Map, which I have explained to him. 

Memorandum. ' 
Mr. Mylne declined feeing the Memorandum taken by Mr. Cubit, al- 
luded to in the above Letter, but (hewed him the large Map. Sir T, H. 
Page fliewed Mr. Mybie the Memorandum himfclf, at a fubfcquent 
Meeting. 



From Mr. Mylne to Sir Thomas Hyde Page. 

New River-Head, December 2Tth, 180t. 

SDear feir, 

I DESPAIR, from what has pafled, of having the fatisfaftion, of 
any alteration of your opinion, on the only point> which there now feems 

to 
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tbbe of difference between us. Yet, out of mere loyalty to the great 
truft which I have undertaken, I tranfait you the inclofed Papers, (see 
hos. 1, 2, S,y which perhaps may have Tome weight. The width of the 
TA^m^^ and its meandering Curvatures are well known, but, the Sand- 
banks and Shoals, and the ftill more winding thread of the deepeft water 
(out of fight and little known) might have fome confideration, if you 
would confult the late Publications of the Houfe of Commons, on tha^ 
head. 750 to 800 feet is, in feft, the efficient width of this River, as a 
great Vott and Harbour. Why 834 feet for Lynn Harbour, the Paflage 
of the Ouze ? — would be a natural queftion. — I abftain from faying more. 

I do not give up the word Model in my fcnfe of it. Confider the inclo- 
fed of Shakespeare. The Act is our Model nctwithftanding all the previous 
defigns made by Drawings, Paintings, Engraving, Writing, Maps, &c. &c, 
without end. The Magick power of the King, Lords, and Commons, 
created that Model, which funk and anihilated at once, all former con- 
ceptions on the fubjedt, as authorities, I feci by that Aft, room is left for 
my mind, on good confideration, to vary certain of the conftituent parts, 
while, it is imperious and unalterable, in the main outline ofthe Model. 

I fubmit therefore, whether it is not a bad complimcat to yourfelf, and 
to the Legiflature, to divefl: me of that power of difcretion, which has 
thereby, and for obvious reafons too, been intrufted to me, and Mutatis 
Mutandis, toyourfelf. 

After fix years of further refledion^ fince you agreed to, and figned the 
Paper, v^hich was copied literally into the Aft, and which by the Aft, be- 
came the Model, and leaving to us a power of Modulating the fmaller and 
proportional parts thereof, I rejoice, fuch a power is left, to the Artifts 
cntrufted. 

Ihave fubmitted to you my DatUy and the inferences, ^Liidi confidering 
it ufelefs, and a bad compliment to your undcrftanding, I abftain from re- 
peating them 

c I have 
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I have made, and explained to you, my PUn.and Seftions, for this un^ 
dertaking, and the Eftimated Expencc, rcfuliing froai.the figure of it, fo, 
given> perfcftly obedient with the Aft where it is polfitive, and consistent 
with it> (I muft ftate) where it has left, freedom of opinion for us to* 
Aft upon. 

It would give me great fatisfaftion,, if you, would be fa good^, to take 
thi$ Ground, and do Mi? ^^me, in order, that you might try, as I have, 
done, the efiift thereof in itfelf> and. alfo, as to the junftion with the- 
Harbour, which is not at all recognized by tlie. large Map, with any, 
accuracy, 

I. am* with efteem and fincerc relpeft, 
Your*s moft truly, 

(Signed) ROBERT MZLNJE.. 

To Sir T» H. Page. . 



No. 1.— REFERRED TO BY TilE ABOVE LETTER;, 

.«• Wbek we mean to build. 

We first survey the Plot, then drsyitlie Model;. 

And when we see the Figjire of the House> 

Then we must rate the Cost of the Erection ; 

Which if we find outweighs ability. 

What do we then, but-draw anew tke Model ' 

In fewer Olfices ? or else> desLst 

To build at all. M^cli more, in this great Wcnrk* ^ 

Should we. s.urvey , 
The Plot of situation, and the Model'; 
Question Surveyors, know our own Estate, , 
Mow able such a Work to undergo. 
To weigh against his opposite? or else. 
We fortily on paper, and in figures. 
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< tJgh)g1li©Namef^f Mien instead of Mwi 
Like one that draws the Model of a House 
Beyond his powers to build, who half through 
Gives o'er and leaves his part created lost 
A naked Suljject to the Weeping Clouds, 
And Waste, for Churlisli Winter's Tjranny. 

To Sir T. H. Page, from Mr. Mylne. 



No. 2.— REFERIIED TO BY THE ABOVE LETTER. 

TIte Breadth or Width of the River Thames^ at various Places^ at 
High Water.— Anno J80a 

At, above, and below Queen-hithe t>tairs •••.... 700 

A^ All-hallow Stairs, below Dowgate, and above Three-Crane Stairs. ••... 690 

^. c. 1 vi. J S '^'^a High Water. 

At Meei-xara .r.,«.r. ^^..^ .,.. «..,*... >*.. ^ ^^ ^o^ Water. 

r 744 
^t^tairs leaduig fpom Dyefs HaH, ^o St Savioor's Dock ^..t. < 738 



74a 



Below London Bridge. 

At BiTFingsgate ..« • .•.>.•«•••.«••.•••• 8fOO 

At Tower-Wharf .» 750 

At St. Catherine's Stairs >.. >.^ 790 

At Brown's Slftirs .^ .^ 762 

At Traitor's Bridge^ Ratdiffe-Cross, Cuckold's Point, and a Point 7 

between Greenwich and Blackwall 5 ^^^ **^ 
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Another Set of Measures below London Bridge. 

YARDS. 

Custom-House ', « « 250 

Brown's Wharf 254 

Hermitage Stairs • 300 

Bell Dock 300 

Gun Dock.,, 230 

St James's Stairs ...» 340 

Opposite Globe Stairs 280 

Lyme-House-Hole * 310 

Greenland Dock* 380 

Victualling Office «... 340 

Lower Water-Gate, Deptford 1..... 330 

Above Greenwich Hospital 322 

HX)spital Stairs 362 

Black-WaU .« ; ,.. 480 

and 370 



Taken by Order of 
House of Commons. 



No. 3— REFERRED TO BY THE ABOVE LETTER. 

Betlforti lUMf—At a Meeting of the Boards at 10 o'Cbcky Thursday^ 
the I6th ofAprity pursuant to Adjournment. 
PRESENT, THE SAME MEMBERS, AS BEFORE. 
The consideration of the seven Clauses, proposed to be inserted in the £au-Brink Bill, was 
pursuant to adjournment again resumed, and on the Question, 
Resolvxd Unanimously, 
That this Boe^^d, willing and desirous, that every reasonable precaution should be taken, for 
guarding against any injury, which might accrue to the Harbour of Lynn, and the Navigation- 
below it to the Sea, esteem it at the same time^ incumbent on them, as Trustees, to whom the 
preservation and improvement of the Drainage, is peculiarly committed, to express their seri* 
ous Apprehension^— ^That if ^e proposed Cut should be too wide, — die expectation of tlie 
Country with regard to the Scowering and keeping open the Outiall, may be disappointed. 

(Signed) C. N. COLE, 

' , Register. 

For the Agent to the Committee, for promoting the Eau-Briuk Bill. 

By Order qf the Board. Front 
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From Mr. Mylne to Sir Tliomas Hyde Page. 

Les inondatidns font ordinairement plus grandes dans les parties fupe- 
rieures des fleuves, que dans les parties inferieurcs & voicines de leur em* 
bouchure parce que, toutes chofes etant egales d'ailleurs la Viteffe d'un 
fleuvc va toujours en augmentant jufqu'a la Mer, & quoiqu ordinairement la 
pente diminue d'autant plus qu'il eft plus pres de fon embouchure la Vi- 
teffe ccpendant eft foiivent plus grande pour les raifons que nous avons 
rapportces. Le Pere Caftelli qui a ecrit fort fenfement fur cette matiere,. 
remarque tres bien que la hauteur des levees qu on a faites pour contenir Ic 
Po va toujours en diminuant jufqu'a la Mer, en forte qu*^ Ferrare, qui eft 
a cinquante ou foixante Milles de diftance de la Mer/ les levees out pres dc 
vingt pieds de hauteur au deffus de la fjjrface ordinaire du P6, au lieu que 
plus bas, a dix ou douze Milles de diftance dc la Mer, les levees n'ont pas 
douze pieds, quoiqu le Canal du fleuve y foit auffi etroit qu'a Ferrare. 

See Bufforij and Padre Castellh supra le Currente di Acque^ 
To Sir T. H. Page, from Mr. Mjlne. 



Frofn Sir Thomas Ryde Page to Mr. Mylne. 

Bryanston-Street, December 30th, 1801* 

3Dear j&ir, 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your Letter 
of the 27th inftant, with three Papers inclofed, and am forry to find that 
we are not likely to agree in opinion relative to the Eau-Brink Aft of Par- 
liament- My idea of it is, that the breadths fpecified in that Adk for the 
feveral parts of the Cut, ftiould not be altered; and this being my fixed 
opinion, it muft occur to you that I cannot acquiefce in the alteration you 
propofcd of an incrcafc in the interior bafe lines of the Banks, and breadth 

of 
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of the foreland, wlicreby the ;excavated part of the Channel would be cob* 
fiderably narrowed, and as far as I can judge, to the injury of the Naviga- 
tion and Lynn Harbour. In this point I muft candidly own that I mean, 
to exercife tlie power given me by the A6t, as far as it can operate to pre- 
vent fuch an alteration, but I am far from inferring that you arc not equally 
at liberty to endeavour to introduce it, if it appears to you according to 
your own opinion, that it would bean improvement, and it will be an in- 
quiry hereafter, whether you have authority to introduce it. I cannot up- 
on perfonal confideration of relpeft, avoid exprefling much regret, that we 
fhould fo widely differ in opinion, "but I am induced to hope that the Com- 
miflioners will relieve us from this difficulty by feme legal means, ac their 
next Meeting at Cambridge. Not having feen the neceflity fioce the Eau- 
Brink A6b pafTed for a renewal of any difcufTions upon it, I fhall only trou- 
ble you at this time with a Ihort obfervation upon one of the Papers you 
inclofed, relative to the breadths of the Thames, as you meant it to be 
QOiifidered comparatively with the River Oaze near Lynn, I obfcrve that 
the breadths of the Thames have not been taken in that Paper lower thaa 
Black- Wall, which is in a right line about thirty Miles from the Mouth of 
the River, between the Ifle of Grain and Shore, near Prettlewell, where 
it is four Miles wide, and if the circuitous parts were meafured from Black- 
Wall to this parjt, by the courfe of the River^ the difbnce would not be 
lefs than thircy-fix Miles. The breadth of the Ouze, one Mile below the 
Ferry at Lynn, is about half a Mile; at two Miles below the Ferry the 
width is about one Mile, This is at the Mouth of the Ouze, and a fmall 
diftance further, acrofs Lynn Deeps, from Seater Corner on the Lincoln- 
ihire Coaft, to the Salt Marfh on the Norfolk Coaft, near Wolfcrton, the 
diftance is nine Miles. The part of the Ouze where the junftion of the 
Cut is meant to be with the prcfent River, and where the breadth between 
the Banks will be eight hundred and thirty-four feet, and where that of 
the excavated Water courfe is only four hundred and eighty-four feet, is 

hoc 
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ifot more than four Miles from the wide part of Lyrni IDeeps or the Sea; 
there can therefore be no juft comparifon- between it, and the breadths of 
the Thames at Black- Wall,, which is more than thirty Miles from the Sea. 
To have formed at juft Idea by ComfTartfoni the breadths of the two Rivers 
fliould have been meafurcd at equal diftances from their Embouchures or 
Mouths, from which it would, I am perfuaded, have appeared' that the 
Eau-Brink Gut, as ftated in the A£t of Parliament, and in the large Map, 
did not require alteration. Altho* our opinions on- each fide differ fo, 
much, and. fecm to be unalterable with relpeft to the Cut, we Ihould, I- 
think, notwithftanding agree in one eflential point, which is, in requefting 
the Commiffioners to give us their advice for our conduft, as foon as pof^ 
fible, that we may not by our difcuffions, create delay in the execution of 
a Work, which,, in whatever light it is feen, muft appear to be of very 
ferious importance to. the, Country at brge. 

I. have the honor, to be,. 

Dear Sir, your. most obedienti 
Humble Servant, 

(Signed) THOMAS HYDE PAGE.. 

To.Robert.Mylne, . Esq;. 
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EXTRACT 

From the Eau-Brink Act qf Parliament* 

*'The concave or West side of such sweep 
or Curve shall have the forelands eighty feet in 
breadth^ and the convex or East side thereof 
shall have the forelands sixty feet in breadtli> 
between the edges or sides of the middle or 
Navigable Channel, and the foot of the new 
Banks to be constructed on each side of the 
sadd new River or Cut, and the whole shall 
measure from Bank to Bank three hundred and 
seventy feet in breadth, at the upper end of the 
said new River or Cut.'* 



Memarandumf Deeeiftiier SO£h, t80t. 

BY SIR THOMAS HYOE FAGE. 

Sk Thomas Hyde Page approved of this 
Clause before the Act passed* It is now his 
firm determination to abide by those Dimen- 
sions, and oppose every deviation that may b<? 
proposed, his opinion remaining unaltered. 



EXTRACT 

FrojB the EaU'Brink Act of Parliament, 

"And that the width of the Channel form- 
ed by the said new River or Cut, at the junc* 
tiou witli the present Channel near KingV 
Lynn, shall not be less than two hundred and 
seventy-eight yards, which is the present ac- 
tual width of the narrowest part of tlie said 
Harbour, at or near to the Ferry landing place, 
and that the said width at tlie said junction shall 
be divided out as follows, mdelidt, the inter- 
nal slope of the Banks shall be not less than fif-» 
ty feet on tlie base line, the breadth of the East 
foreland shall be not less than one hundred and 
fifty feet, and the breadth of the West foreland 
not less than one hundred feet**' 



Mematandum, D^eniher SOth, 180r* 

BT SIR THOMAS HYDE FACE. 

Sir Thomas Hyde Page approved of this. 
Clause before the Act passed, and his present 
opinion being, that the dimensions should re- 
main exactly as therein expressed, it is Ms in- 
tention to oppose the alteration lately suggested 
by Mr. Myhie, of adding to the base lines,, and 
one of the forelands, so as to increase tlieir 
breadths considerably, in order to lessen tlie 
width of tlie excavated Channel or Water 
Course; and as Sir Thomas Hyde Pagers opi- 
nion in tliis respect is unalterable, it is losing 
time to continue a further discussion upon it. 
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From Sir Thomas ll\}dc Pa^e to Mr. Loninon. 

Bryanston-Street, 9th January, 1802. 

I FEEL great regret in finding myfelf under the neceffity of 
troubling you to ftate to the Commiffioners for executing the Eau-Brink- 
Adt of Parliament, that a difference of opinion has arifen between Mr. 
Mylne and me, relative to the Dimenfions of the intended Cut. I am the 
more furprifed at the circumftance, as I have uniformly acquainted him- 
with my not. having the fmallell alteration to propofe, and, that on the 
contrary, it was my firm determination to abide by the Dimenfions exaftly 
as they were fl:ated in the Aft. I confider thofe Dimenfions to be prefer- 
able to any alterations that would be fubftituted inftcad of them, and am 
very forry that any deviations fliould have been fuggefl:ed, which if adopt- 
ed, would I fear, caufe a renewal of oppofite opinions, and expcnces fimi- 
lar to thofe which the Country has from former experience, fufficiently in 
memory. I have had frequent and long conferences with Mr. Mylne at 
his own hbufe upon this fubjeft, during the laft fix weeks, the only refult 
of which is a propofal from him to deviate confiderably from the Dimen- 
fions fpecificd in the Aft, above alluded to, which never can receive my 
approbation ; but the inclofed Copies of three Letters* that have paffcd 
(being part of a confiderable number), will explain the nature of the 
difficulty. 

I have further to requeft, that the Commifl[ioners will do me the honof 
to give me their advice and Inftruftions, how I may proceed in a legal liianj- 
ner in the further confideration of this fubjeft. 

I have the honor to be^ 
Sir, 
Your mofl: Humble Servant, 
(Signed) THOMAS HYDE PAGE. 

* See tlie Letters dated 24-111 and 26th of November, and 12th of December, 180U 

D P. S. 
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P. S. I wifh the great Plan mentioned by Mr. Mylnc in his Letter of 
the 26th of November, to be returned to you, that we may have it kept 
for infpeftion at Downham. It agrees with the A6t of Parliament, and I 
fhall observe it as the Model for my Conduft, notwithllanding Mn Mylnc 's 
change of opinion fince the 26th of November laft. 
To Mr. William Lemmon. 



From Mr. Lemmon to Sir Thomas Hyde Page. 

Herewith you receive Copy of the Orders made at the laft 
Eau-Brink Meeting, together with Copies of the Letters, Report, and 
Eftimate received by me from Mr. Mylne, which I am dircded by the 
Meeting to fend you, 

I hope you and Mr. Mylne will appoint a day in the Month of March^^ 
to attend a Meeting at Cambridge, and inform me thereof about three 
weeks before the time, that I may write, to the Commiflioners and get the 
neceflary advertiferaents infer ted in the Newfpapers. 

I have to requeft you will favor me with an anfwer to the order made 
by the CommifTioners relating to the width of the Cut, (a Copy of which 
order is herewith fent) as foon as convenient, as Mr. Golborne is diredted 
to prepare an Eftimate according to thofe Dimenfions but which he fays he 
cannot until he knows from whence you take your Dimenfions, wheth^c 
from the top or foot of the flope of the Banks. 

I remain Sir, 

Your moft obedient. 

Very Humble Servant, 

WILLIAM LEMMON. 

•Downham, Norfolk* 2d February, 1802. 

From 
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From Mi\ Mijlne to Mr. Levimon, 

London, January 8tli, 1802, 

feir, 

I BEG the favor, you will flat e by way of Report to the Com- 
iniffioncrs of the Eau- Brink Oif, the following Proceedings, &c. on that 
Undertaking, fince the 8th of January and 17th of April laft, on which 
Days, the Commiffioncrs were pleafed to come to certain Rcfolutions, to 
which I beg leave to refer. 

On the receipt of the latter, I applied myfelf to find Sir Thomas Page, 
and after fome inquiry, I underftood he was in Ireland. Not willing to 
requeft his coming over on purpofc for this bufinefs, I propofed to him that 
I would undertake to fave him trouble, and fet out the middle line of the 
whole undertaking, as a ncceflary and preliriiiriary ftep, before any other 
confideration could be had; to this point he wrote me his approbadoh*, 
and that he would foon be in England. 

Accordingly, in the Month of September laft, I went to Lynrij and 
with the able affiftance of Mr. Golborce, our two Sons, and fome Work- 
men, the middle line was fet out, according to the large Map, from Ger- 
mans Bridge to Lynn Harbour, and as far, at the two ends thereof^ as 
there is Land to ftand on, aflliming the middle of the Harbour as the 
lower point, and the middle of Germans Bridge on the upper one. This 
done, I wrote Sir Thomas, my proposiiion was accompliflied, and the fame 
was ready for hisinfpeftion. 

I then applied myfelf, to make a new Plan of the whole work to the 
fame Scale, and containing only, what is to be put in execution by the faid 
Map. I have feat you with this, the Map put on Canvas, for its better 
prefervation, and alfo my new Plan in like manner. On this Plan, I have 
drawn the lines which fet forth accurately and more diftindlly, the figure of 
the whole undertaking (the Harbour of Lynn inclufive) as the. fame is 

D 2 propofed 
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propofed to be, and, I have done it, in fuch a manner As, that the Dimcn- 
fions will be found perfedlly agreeable to the -4r/, and fit for the funds, 
which I underftand are in the power of the Commiffioners to execute the 
fame. 

Having thus fettled the true figure of all its parts by this Plan^ I have 
made Sections^ of the Banks or Sea Walls, the Trench to be funk for the 
River into the Land, and of the forelands, &c. &c. With thefc prepa- 
rations, I have made and fcnt you herewith, an Estimate of the Expence, 
of all Works to be done, and of all Lands to be purchafcd. And to theft 
Papers I refer the Commiffioners as a proof of my zeal, and the bcft con- 
tribution my talents afford, towards fo good a Work. While I was thus 
engaged, I was agreeably furprifed with die prefencc of Sir Thomas Pagei 
in London. 

I have communicated all these papers to him, and given every explana- 
tion which they required. I have called upon him for his affcnt and author 
rity, and even prayed for the fame, as a rational plan, capable alone of 
coming within the power of the funds, affigned and created for iti I added, 
that I was ready to attend him to Lynn, to fet out the Works as to the va- 
ried breadths of all its parts agreeable thereto— No : He hefitated, and now 
refufcs to affent to any other than ihe^figurey which he had been at Work 
wpon^ before the Aft pafled, and drawn on the Mapy without any concur- 
rence on my part finally given. 

Having found him not at all inclined to adopt rmj Plan, I requcfted him 
(as may be feen by the Papers which accompany this) to make out a Plah 
^ his oie?72,. his own Seftions, and an Eftimate . agreeable thereto — No: 
I caanot obtain this, which I think is but reafonable in itfelf, and neceflary 
for any difcuffion, where there is a difference of of inion. I took the liber- 
ty of rqqueftmg this from him^ in juftification of my own opinion, and 
knowing well the good fcnfe of the Commiffioners would require Eftimatcs 
of the probable expencc, before a Plan would be adopted, which might 

never 
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pcver beactottiplillied. 'Afcer several "Ctrnfcrcnces,' and niany' Letters,- I 
tiasre at iaft made out he approves of the /middle, line of. the whole as the 
(amc is now fct forth. . fje has jjo fxbjeilions to the Section for the Work^ 
at the %tpper end,, and tloeiftvcral dimenfions for Banks, Forelands, and Cut 
itfelf, Biit where, the lovreTjefad<rf this New. Cut joins the old Courfe, he 
objeds, that I have^.aot allowed the widiks on the (M.Mapy^nd this is the 
only matter in difference: between us; / 1 think, J have now ftated this Case 
corre6tly and honourably^ and you win* ^hd doubt compare this Ihort 
account widi his owii st^teseeent tlTiercof, I now come to the ^ticeiyy whicft 
calls upon the attention of t|ie Commiffioners to confider;: I need not re- 
peat, that the agreement ^/g:7rerf 6}/ z^y, is word, for word, copied into the 
A£t, .while I Wis wording Ikat Paper^ I faw the neceflity of fome Latitude 
for the Engineers to a6t upon, whoever they might be, that ftiould put it iri 
execution, and I decldffe upon my honour, that I had his approbation of 
that principle^ at the time after fome difcuffion thereon. -d 

Hence came the infertiori of the Words, slope oftheBaTtisiwt less than 
50.yae^-— The breadth bia Foreland not less than AdOfeel.^— And anothet 
Foreland not less than lOQfeet. — The Latitude Itken^ 7iow,. and ever Ihall 
contend for Hes, in the Words Not lessi elfe why not absolute in meafures, of 
thefe p&rts at the lower end^ the fame as tlie recital at the.u|5pe^ end. If 
they are to fete Not less^ it is imfJlied thefe parts may be mdrtk while the 
general and extreme breidth over all remains abfolute, in the fdlemn words 
of 834 feet.'T^Sir Thomas will not allow any of his attention taa this diftinc-* 
tion, and infifts on what tli&M^p fpecifies^ and, regardlefs of the AQ^ he 
seis it up for the gi*eater authority of the two* At times he is alfo difpofed 
to account the width of 370 feet at the upper end, and. 834 feet at thfe lowef 
end, Ihould be counted hetween the boitdni of the Banks t>r flopes thereof 
and not/>-om <7«i? top of one Bank, io thetop of the oppofitc at higli Waten 
paving jstfttednil.the matters, of fad, it is now proper I flrofuld explain 
the rcafons, far; my ^contou<^Qn .-o.f the meahing and purport of the Act^ 
In the firft place, I hold che great ampjetfcffeion of the Harbour to btt, that 

it 
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it is too wide with hardly any deep Water in ir. To imake it lefs in breadth 
is the only way to remedy its various E^ils, and I conceive it is referred t(y 
Sir Thomas and myfelf to apply that very remedy^ by methods moft fuit- 
able to io good a purpofe. 1 refer to my printed Report for tlie former, and- 
to a claufe in the A6t for the latter. It wouid be ftrange indeed, therefore, 
to make the Trench of the iiew Cut of a ufelefs width, to fuit a Harbour 
intended to be narrowed. The Sea Walls are let by my Plan, at the lower 
End, merely to corf efpond with the imperious Dictate of the Acts hut i/ie 
Trench of the Cut is narrowed, to correfpond with the faid intention of 
narrowing the Harbour. In the next place, I am clearly of opinion, and 
have ftated, that if the Sea Walls are fet out at the agreed diftance, it is eafy 
to widen the Cut, in any time hereafter, but if that Ihould be made, and 
found too wide, it would be impoffible to contract it. There can be no doubt 
but that it would be found too mde, if made as infilled on by Sir Thomas. 
If all the Phifical points of the River Ouze are minutely fifted, and the bad 
confequences which have arifen from the fpot of Eau-Brink{fo called) being 
fo very wide as it is, are fairly confidered i it would be foUy in the extreme^ 
to make this new Cut too wide. I have referred him to the River Thames, 
and fome Papers thereon, which the Houfe of Commons have publilhed 
very lately. It is notorious, ithat the Port of London with all its-Shipping 
and Landing Craft therein, with a much larger quantity of Water carried 
to Sea thro' it, is hot fo wide as the Harbour of Lynn between the Ferry 
Staith and the intended junftion of this Cut with the faid Harbour. In the 
third place, if the width of the Ouze from Germans Bridge upwards to 
Denver Sluice and the two Bedford Level Rivers is found to be upoli a mean 
breadth, between the Banks 200 feet, or rather lefs, and with that narrow 
width the scower of its floods is barely fufficient to keep it clean, and not 
clear of fomc bad Shoals therein^ what can be more injudicious^ than to 
give the fame Waters, a fudden Jncreafe of width - between the Bridge, 
and the Harbour, so extended, as from 200 feet to 834, — The diftiancc 
will be but three Miles or thereabouts. On 
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On this head of difcuffion, I have paid great attention to the opinion of 
the Bedford Level Corporation, which was handed to 7ne in April 1795, 
and contained in a paper of their Minutes, wherein they express their serious 
apprehension^ that if the proposed Cut should be too wide^ the e.xpectatioh 
of the Country with regard to the scowering and keeping open the outfall, 
viigfit be disapfmnted. 

I concur with them entirely. But I look a litde farther j if the Cut or 
Trench to be funk into the Land, by the labour of Men, .&c : is made too 
wide, for the given quantity of Water from above, it will foon get into an 
erroneous courfe, rambling from fide to fide, the fame as it is now in the 
fliort length between the Bridge and Eau-Brink, and at every sweep of its 
fcrpentizing line, it will undermine. (he.^^a.Wallsj after having cat away all 
the great width of forelands provided agatnft fuch an effedt andevil. 

With all thefe reafonsi urged decently, yet firmly in fbgodd'acaufe, I 
cannot prevail, nor make any imprefiidnj the Estimated Expence of the 
one or the other way, he will not attend to, you had an Eftimafc of MeflTrs* 
Golborne and Watte made out fi-om the tines oii tlie Mapy which Sir 
Thomas fo much infifts updn^ amounting ^Po£'5S,200. I have fliewn him 
that Estimate^ and' have fticwn him mine^ and \ have prefled as much as 
peflible that the latter 7naybc within the powers of tHe Ad, and of the 
Commiffioners, but that the former never can. I have even referred him in 
a pleafant way to Shakespear^ who although not an Engineer, has painied 
emphatically, the confequences of proceeding on too large a Scale, and 
fliewn his deep knowledge of the ways of Men. All availeth nothing. To 
the Coinmiflipners I muft Iciave it, to be confidcred of, and if, after they 
havetaken fome time to do fo, and fliall appoint a Day for their determi- 
nation, I will readily attend any Meeting, and afford any further afliftance 

in my power*. 

I am. 

Your very Humble Servant, 

(Signed) liOMEJiT MYLNE. 

To Mr. William Lemmon, Estimate 
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Estimate o/the ExpenceofCuttiiig a New River or Cut from 
to about thrtefurhng'S above the Bool at Lynn. 

ARTICLE, £^ . 

1. To Spade and Barrow. Work, in executing the said\ 

Cut, including Materials for Workmen. — To wit. I 
Two upper-thirds, in thickness 9 1 3,862 yards, £ 1 9^000 V 
One lower <iitto at bottoni> caiti^ .'off iy tlie- tSeor, I • 

c£2,ooo ...,o. .....,...,;..,. J 

2. One hundred ainl ninety Acres of Land purchased (or tlie 

sainc, (the outer Banks exclusive) at of4-0 per Acre 

3. Making a Dam cross tlie upper end of present Channel... 

4. Erecting a Bridge of Oak over the middle part of New 

Cut ....'. ....; i ...w.,. ...... 

•5. Forming and constructing a itroiig Pier at tiic entrance 
below... ^... «»...' y 

.,?:}iz::z:- :==;::::::::::::: 

t^ Referring to former Estimate hy Goi borne and Watte, 

8. Sluice or Goale, to be formed for draining Lands Cut off 

9 . Temporary Sluices at eack end, duri ng the Work 

10* Engines, Pumps, Src. keeping the Works dry....,..;.... 

' .^ ■ . ' Works, £ 

11. Agency, Engineers, &c. &c. Contingent Expences, at 

o£ 10 per Cent .' 



32. Brought up, W^orks to be done in MarslJand, on tlic 
West and Norlli sides of the present Cliannel 



Eaih 



s- 



Erinky 
d. 



Say £ 



21,000 


... 


• •• 


i • 

7,600 






2,000 


... 


... 


2,000 


... 


... 


' 200 


* 
... 


... 






60 


... 


100 


... 


... 


1,000 


... 


... 


33,960 


... 


... 


3,396 


... 


... 


37,a56 


... 


••• 


2,410 


5 


••• I 


39,766 


5 


... 


40,000 


' ... 


«•• 



December 
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December 2\st^ 1801, made out by Messrs. Mylne, an Estimate of the 
Ex pence of Marshland Upper Drainage^ 



To cutting a new Drain from Marshland or Islington Drain, 

into the River Oitze 

To purchase of Land to cut and cover 

To a Sluice to discharge the said Waters....* ».. »... 

To two Bridges over the said Drain 

Ditto, Marshland Upper Drainage „, 

To widening and deepening the old Drain 

To a Sluice to discharge the said Waters ;.... 

To twelve Bridges (to Lands, &c.) over the Drain 

,£2,628. 17*. Oc?. 
Contingencies, &c. at cf^ per Cent , 

£ 

Deduct for old Materials 

£ 



£. 


S. 


A 


602 


17 


«•• 


255 


• •• 


• •• 


1,200 


«•• 


•«• 


40 


«*« 


t** 




■•« 


• •» 


85 


••• 


• •• 


250 


••• 


• •• . 


96 


••• 


• •• 


131 


8 


«•• 


2,660 


5 


... 


250 


• »• 


«•• 


2,410 


5 


... 









(Signed) ROBERT MYLNE^ 



fefo. 



From Sir Thomas Hyde Page to Mr. Lemmon. 

Bryanstou-Street, 12th February, 1802; 



In anfwer to the Letter you favoured me with, requefting that 
I would fix a time with Mr. Mylne, in the Month of March, to meet the 
Commiflioners of the Eau-Brink A(6t, at Cambridge, I am forry to exprcfs 

B that 
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th^t Military Duty may poffibly prevent my being there, but at this tiitie- 
I am not aware that it wills I would however, fuggeft to you, that you. 
Ihould write to Mr. Mylne, and defire him to name a Day, and inform you, 
of itj that will fuit his own convenience, in the Mon:h of March, and 
fhould it be in my power, I will meet him at Cambridge. I have been in 
London fince the, middle of November,, without being able to prevail on 
Mr. Mylne to go. to Lynn, to mark out the Cut, unlefs I had agreed, con- 
trary to my own Judgment, to adopt his new ideas ; I fhall therefore in any 
future correfpondence with him, firft communicate the fubje6l to you, as 
Clerk of the Commiffioners, to prevent any miftake relative to what may 

pafs between, us.. 

I am,_ Sir, 

Your moft Humble Servant, 

(Signed) THOMAS HYDE P^JGE'., 

To Mr. William Lemmou, 



From, Sir TJipmas Hyde Page to Mr. Lemmoiii 

Bryanston-Street, 1 3th. February, 1802,. 

r RECEIVED your Letter- of the 2d of this Month,, relative to. 
my Idea of. the width of the intended Eau-Brink Cut, at each end, in anfwer 
to which, it is only neceffary to refer you to the A6t of Parliament, which 
expreffcs, that at the upper end, the breadth is from the foot of the new 
Banks ! 

At the lower, end near Lynn, the width is clearly meant to be the dif- 
tance acrofs between the tops of the Banks. 

At leaft, this is my opinion of the Aft, and I believe Mr. Golborne will, 
find that the Cut marked upon the large Map, is with refpedtto its Dimen- 
fions, taken from thofe expreffed in the A6t of Parliament. 

r beg you will inform Mr. Golborne that I do. not mean to diviate from^ 
the Dimenfions he will find in the Aft of Parliament, and as they agree 

with 
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with the large- Map, termed by Mr. Mylne the Model, I conceive that in 
making an Eftimate, there can be no miftake or difficulty, and it is not necef. 
iary to obferve to a Profeffional Man of Charafter, that an Eftimate (hould 
be likely to agree with the Expence of the Work 

I am. Sir, 

Your moft Humble Servant, 

(Signed) THOMAS HYDE PAGE. 

To Mr. William Lemmon, 



•From Mr. Mylne to Mr. Lernmon. 

London, February 27th, 1802. 

SDtar &ir, 

I RECEIVED your Letter of the 19th, relating to thepropofed 
Meeting, at Cambridge. — The Letter and Notes within ftated, have palTed 
between Sir Thomas Page and myfelf. — You will obferve that the extremes 
of the time limited by Sir Thomas, contains only three days, therefore you 
will be fo good to regulate your day of Meeting accordingly, and to let us 
know as foou as you have fixed this point, as early as you pleafe. 

1 am, moft truly. 

Your very Humble Servant, 
(Signed) ROBERT MYLNE. 



COPIES OF A LETTER and NOTES referred to by the above LETTER, 

From Mr. Mylne to Sir Thomas Hyde Page. 

Febniary 25d, 1802. 

SDent felt, 

I DID myfelf the pleafure of waiting on you laft Week, in 
Bryanfton-Strect, but was not fo fortunate as to find you at home, I 

E 2 have 
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have been rmith engaged of late, more than is ufual widi me, out and in 
o'town repeatedlyi fincc then I have a Letter from Mr. Lemmon, of the 
19th, wherein he mentions to have had one from you, by that I find you 
cannot fix a day for the next Eau-Brink Meeting, as poffibly Military 
Duty may prevent you attending, and that you think it would be better for 
me to name a day that may fuit my convenience, and that you would at- 
tend if poflible. This is extremely polite, and requires my beft acknow- 
ledgments for fuch confiderate attentions. 

It was for the purpofe of concerting a day convenient to us both, that I 
waited on you. — And in order to forward this purpofe, which the exigency 
calls for, be pleafed to fay any day you pleafe, and I will take the liber- 
ty of faying, that any day between the 18th and 25i:h, or the 25th and 
3 1st of March, will be fuitable to me. 

1 have the honor to be, &c. 

(Signed) ROBERT MYLNE. 



From Sir Thomas Hyde 'P^ige to Mr. Mybfie. 

Sir Thomas Pag)e iprefents his compliments to Mr. Mylne, 
is forry he was not at home when he did him the honour of calling. Mr. 
Mylne will receive an anfwer to his polite Letter of the 23d inftant, in a 
day or two, relative to the intended Meeting, at Cambridge. 
Brjanston-Street, 25th February, 1802. 



From Sir Thomas Hyde Page to Mr. Mylne. 

SiK TttOMAs Page prefents his compliments to Mr. Mylne, 
'he is not ^t prefent aware that any thing will prevent his being at Cam- 
bridge from the 24th to the 28th of March, he therefore leaves it to Mr. 
Mylne, to fix with Mr. Lemmon upon any day between thofe dates, that 
mlay belt fuit their convenience. 

Bryanston-Street, 25th February, 1802. Observations 
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Observaliam in nnmer to Mr. Mylne^s Beportvfihe Sfh of January, 18C2, 
by Sir T/iomas Hyde Page^oft/ie Royal Eiigineers. 

12th March, 1802- 

It was the intention of Sir Thomas Page, to defire that the 
Correfpondence with Mr. Myine might be laid before the Gommiflioners 
of the Eau-Brink Cut, without any comment on his part beyond the Con- 
tents of the Letters, but the Paper dated 8th of January laft, written by 
Mr. Myhie and meant as a Report, requires from its nature fomc anfwer. 
Mr. Lemmon is therefore requefted to lay thofe dbferVations lik^wife before 
the Commiffioners, Sir Thomas Page wifhes to be clearly lindcrftood th^t 
he has at all times confiiJercd the A6t of Parliament as the firft and greatcft 
-authority for the condudt of Mr- Mylne, and himfclf, in what they had to 
do under it. 

The dimenfions named therein, Were agreed upon between them, and df 
courfc they thought them the beft-for the intended Cut, and although cither 
of them as Ei^mcers, was at liberty to propose certain deviations from 
them, the other was at liberty to obfcft j and-if he determined to abide by 
the dimenfions as fpecificd in the Aft, thofe dimenfi^ins, it was conceived, 
would thereby be unalterably fixed j as no deviation could be introduced, 
unlefs by the mutual approbation of the two Engineers, :Sir Thomas Page 
now holds the opinion he did at firft, diat the dimetifions in the A£t are 
preferable to any other that could be adopted, and iie has uniformly exf^rei^}- 
ed to Mr. Mylne, that this his opinion was unaltembles it was therefoi'e ndt 
likely -that he Ihould at the solicitation .of Mr. Mylne, make a facfifice df 
his own Judgment by adopting an alteration in the breadth of the Gut, which 
he thought would be ruinous to the Harbour of Lynn. — A plan was drawn 
from the dimenfions named in the Aft, upon the large Map >Rrhich certain- 
ly has great weight with Sir Thomas Page, and it also had equal weight in 
the opinion of Mr. Mylne, fo lately as the 26th November .toft, asappears 
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m his Letter, wherein he calls // the Model for the work j why the fubfc- 
quent change has happened in his opinion can only be known to himfelf, but 
his Letter or Report of 8th January lall^ being adireft contradiftion of his 
former ftatement of the 26th November, (hews, that in faft he has no fixed 
ideas or plan upon the fubjeft. He could have had no objeftion to the di- 
menfions when the Aft pafled, and it cannot be fuppofed that he then gave 
a preference to what he did not think the beft j it is equally clear that so late- 
ly as the '26th of November, he meant to fupport the fame opinion, by 
calling the Plan upon the large Map the Model for the Work. The con- 
tradiftion which is found in his Letter, in firft Itating the importance of the 
Model Majh and afterwards endeavouring to fet it afide altogether, could 
not meet the approbation of Sir Thomas Page, and he was under the ne- 
ceffity of objefting to the propofals of Mr. Mylne, for altering the Dimen- 
fions exprefled in the Aft \ his own opinion having been often repeated to 
Mr. Mylne, that no alterations whatever was neceffary, Mr. Mylne has given 
a fingular quotation from Shakefpcare, and alfo an account of the currents 
in the River Po, as likewife fome dimenfions from the breadths of the 
Thames above BlackwalL ' Thefe Papers require litde Notice further, than 
that the two Rivers he has mentioned, do not afford cafes in point of com- 
parifon with the Ouze; the P6, having no Tide and the Thames at Black- 
wall being about thirty Miles from the Embouchure: whereas that of the 
Ouze, at the point alluded to, is little more than a tenth part of that dif- 
tance from Lynn Deeps. A juft comparifon between Rivers fliould be at 
equal diftances from their Mouths, or Embouchure; without which dif- 
tinftions the judgement may be mifled, but no true idea formed. — The 
ftatements contained in Mr. Mylne's Report of the 8th of January, are fo 
blended with imaginary projefts for narrowing Lynn Harbour, and his own 
printed Report, that it is fcarcely poffible to form a juft idea of his meaning; 
further than his endeavour to expofe the contents of his l^etter of the 26th 
of Noyemberj with the Model Plan, and thereby to fubftitutc a power in 
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hiinfelf, to alter the Dimenfions of the Cut according to his fancy. — The 
alterations he wifhes to be introduced are fingular, he does not try to change 
the feat of the Banks » but to put a great part of their breadth upon Private 
Property, and without previoully Purchafing Lands to afford fpace for an 
interior Ditch or Fence ; he fits his* Banks at the lower end of the Cut at 
eight hundred and thirty-four feet diftance between them, the fame as the 
Aft requires j the excavated part is only meant to be by the A6k four hun- 
dred and eighty-four feet wide, but Mr. Mylne, in his new Plan, makes it 
three hundred and fixty-four feet only, by increafing the Convex foreland 
a hundred feet, and each interior bafe of the flopes ten feet in addition to 
the breadths fpccified in the A£t, thereby narrowing the excavated Cut a 
hundred and twenty feet. This fraall breadth, three hundred and fixty-four 
feet would be his Trench or Water Courfc at the junftion above Lynn, ac- 
cording to his new Plan, what authority therefore has Mr. Mylne for the 
aflertion in his Report of the 8th of January, that between Germans Bridge 
aijd the Harbour^ the breadth will be increafed from two hundred feet to 
eight hundred and thirty-four feet, in a diftance of about three Miles ? the 
narrowefl: part of the Harbour, at the Ferry, being eight hundred and thirty 
four feet, and as by the Aft and large Map the Model, the junftion of the 
excavated courfe would only be four hundred and eighty-four feet ; it is 
evident that an ample breadth was referved by the Aft, to remain unexca- 
vated, for the Bafe Lines under the flopes of the Banks and forelands, but 
Mr. Mylne not fatisfied with this ample breadth, wifties ftill to diminifh the 
width of the Cut a hundred and twenty feet. He endeavours to make it 
feem that this narrow Cut would; fe.rve Lynn Harbour, but the direft re- 
verfc would be the certain confequence, and it Cannot require the talents of 
an Engineer to perceive, that from a Cut only three hundred and fixty- 
four feet wide, (as would be the cafe by Mr, Mylne's new Plan) a current 
of Water fuddcnly expanding from it into the breadth of the Harbpur of 
eight huadred and thirty-four fcet^ would depofit the Sand brought from. 
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the narrow n^w Ctenncl of Cut, and infteadof fcowering away the prefent 
Shoals they would be thereby cncreafci-^The Flood Tide would be- fud- 
denly checked in entering the Cut, and the velocity of the Stream leffened 
thro' the Harbour, which would be another caufe of its injury and increafe 
of Shoals, while the Torrent thro' the narrow Cut above, would be too 
great for any kind of Navigation upon it. — Immenfe quantities of Sand or 
S^ril; would be carried v/ith the Flood Tide from the fides and bottom of the 
Cat, and from Bars or Shoals higher up the old River, which the re- 
turning Ebb might not carry back again, before the Upland Waters had 
rifen al>ove the banks and inundated the Country. Thefe things would 
be likely to happen, and whatever may be. the idea. or zeal of Mr. Mylne, 
thci Country (hould paufe a litde before fach ferious confequences are rilfced. 
With regard to Eftimates, they ftiould always be fuch as to be likely to 
anfwer the expence of the Work 5 no Eftimate can be confidcred asproper, 
if made to fuit an inadequate Fund, and therefore can have no weight with 
Engineers of experience, or with the Gentlemen of the Country j Papers^ 
doferving the name of Eftimates (hould have been regulated by calculation? 
from praftical knowledge, without leaving one third part of the Work, aa 
Mr. Mylne has done, under an idea of being. performed by the EnginecaU 
led th^ Bear.— nThe Bear would, I fear, (notwitbftanding the favorable 
opinion of Mr. Mylne) foon reqmre fome better aid to operate at all in the 
narrowXut, in removing a Bar of the natural Bottom, three Mile^ in 
leT>gth.--"Th€ narrow part of the Ooze near^ Germans^ Bridge, and the 
breadth of the Harbour at the Ferry, wea?e fixed upon as Gowrning 
Points, to regulate the Dimenfions of the Cut; the principle which Sir 
Thomas Page thoi:^ht effential, being to obferve the natural width^ o£ the 
Harbour as far as the junaion above Lynn, and from thence upwards, to 
have the Cut gradually diminish in breadth, till it united with the Old 
Channel of the River.— The attention of the Country had been prior to 
that time much occupied with a variety o^ Projeias, fameinfavourofob.- 
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fcrving the natural courfe of Rivers as much as poffible, and others in fa- 
vour of new ftraight lined Cuts. — Mr. Mylne had a Projcft printed, re* 
commending ftraight lines, and he was of courfe defirous of adopting his 
own idea. There was however, an infurmountable difficulty in the way of 
his projeft, from the nature of the ground thro' which the Cut was to pafs^ 
the lines of the junftion at Eau-Brink with the old River, being nearly at 
right angles, and making it impoffible to avoid a Curve.— There was alfo 
an angle at the junftion with the Harbour above Lynn that made another 
Curve abfolutely neceffary. — Thefe circumftances confequently caufed the 
ftraight line Plan to be altered, and a further difcuffion upon it between 
Sir Thomas Page and Mr. Mylne, who held oppofite opinions, was unne- 
ceflary. — The intended new Cut or River when fairly traced upon the large 
Map to correfpond with the breadths at the Ferry and near Eau^Brink, 
had outlines or boundaries fufficiently agreeing with what is generally ob- 
ferved in the operations of nature in Tidal Rivers, and from which there 
did not appear to be any chance of a dangerous refult, ftiould the courfe 
of the River be turned into a new Channel in that direftion.— -It was how- 
ever clear to the underftanding of every one, that the execution of fuch 
a Work, whenever done, would of neceffity be expenfive, as the beft for- 
med and well confolidated Banks would be required as a boundary againft 
the Sea and floods from the Country. — The Banks, as boundaries for the 
new Cut, being laid out to fall in with the old River and Harbour, in a 
way that feemed to be the rtioft fecure, that could be adopted, confiderable 
breadths were afterwards allowed to be •left as forelands between them, 
and the Channel intended to be excavated as a Water courfe, and as one 
of thofe forelands at the jundion above Lynn is a hundred and fifty feet, 
and the other a hundred feet, agreeable to the A6t ; no one could forefee 
that Mr. Mylne would attempt any fubfequcnt alteration to narrow the 
Channel ftill further, but extraordinary as it muft feem, he now endea- 
vours by his new Plan, to make the excavated Water courfe at the junc- 
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tion above Lynn, three hundred and fixty-four feet wide only, while the 
Banks (land upon the fame line at eight hundred and thirty-four feet, whichr 
latter width he allows is conformable to the Aft of Parliament. It may be 
right to repeat, that Mr. Mylne in his Letter of the 26Lh of November, 
exprefles that he received the large Map as the Model of the Work from^ 
the proper Officer of the Commiffioners, it is confequently proper to in- 
force the execution of it as it agrees with the Dimenfions fpecified in the. 
A6t of Parliament, and on tha.t account has the full approbation of Sir 
Thomas Page* 

Memorandum^ 

The Dimenfions in the Aft of Parliament for the Cut at the junftion. 
above Lynn, are — 

For the Concave or East Foreland 150 feet. 

Base of interior slope of each Bank 50 feet 100 feet for both.. 

Convex or West Foreland i 00 feet. 

Leaving for the excavated Water Course or Channel... 484- feet. 

Total Wid^ from BanLto Bank 834 feet, 

or 278 yards. 

Memorandum* 

Dimenfions in Mr. Mylne*s new Plan»— viz. 

Base of interior slopes, each60Teet 120 feet for both. 

Concave or East Foreland 130 feet. 

Convex or West Foreland , 200 feet. 

Leaving for Water Course or excavated Channel 2t6\ feet. 

Total Width from Bank to Bank 834 k^S,, 

or 278 yards. 

N. B. 
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N. B. The above ftatement is from Dimenfions (hewn by Mr. Mylne to 
Sir Thomas Hyde Page, at the New River Head, (marked upon Sections), 
which feemed to agree with Mr. Mylne's new Plan, fmce delivered to the 
Commiffioners. 

(Signed) THOMAS HYDE PAGE. 



From Sir Tliomas Hyde Page to Mr. Lemmon. 

Bryanston-Street, 23d March, 1802. 

I AM very forry that reafons of a Military nature will prevent 
my having the honor of meeting the Commiffioners of the Eau- Brink Ad 
of Parliament, on Thurfday next, at Cambridge, but notwithfcanding the 
regret I feel from this circumllance, it will not, I hope, caufe any difficul- 
ty in the objefts that will come under confideration, as my corre(pondence 
with Mr. Mylne, and anfwer to his Report, will convince the Commiffion- 
ers of my defire to mark out the Cut, or fee it done according to the di- 
menfions exprefled in the Aft of Parliament, and I am exceedingly concern- 
ed that Mr. Mylne fhould have carried his defire fo far as he has done, to 
induce me to agree in opinion with him, as from our firft Meeting in No- 
vember laft, he might have perceived that his foliciiations could not make 
me alter my opinion, and aft contrary to my own Judgment and Confcience. 
I mean to difcharge the Truft repofcd in me by the Adt of Parliament, 
in the moft confcientious way, and it will I truft, appear to the Commiffion- 
ers, that I can have no other motive than the benefit of the Country, it not 
being my intention to accept any falary, reward, or remuneration, beyond a 
rcimburfement of the expences, I have and may be at. Should the Commif- 
fioners do me the lionor to read the whole of the corrcfpondence I have had 
with Mr. Mylne and afterwards his report and my obfervations as an an- 

F 2 fwer. 



Digitized by 



Google 



38. 

fwer, their own judgment will fuggcft what may be further neceffary upon 
the occafion. Andaltho' from the reafons 1 have alluded to of a Military na- 
ture, I cannot be at Cambridge, I have not the fmallcft doubt of obtaining 
permiflion from the Ordnance to fee the Cut fet out on the ground wiih Mr. 
Mylne, provided he will obferve the dimenfions that are printed in the A6t 
of Parliament. 

I have die honor to be. Sir, 

Your moft Obedient, and 

Moft Humble Servant, 
(Signed) THOMAS HYDE PAGE, 
ROYAL ENGINEER. 



From Mr. Mylne to Mr. Lemmon. 

London, April 15tli, 1802. 

Oh my return to Town from the laft Meeting at Cambridge, I 
kept myfclf in readinefs to attend to any intimation from Sir Martin Folkes, 
for a Meeting between Sir Thomas Page and myfclf, on the fubjeft of the 
Eau-Brink. 

And obferving no movement on their part, I waited on Sir Martin at his 
own House in Cavendifh-Square, be was not at home, I left my name, and 
that I wifhcd to fee him. 

Hearing nothing further, I went to the Houfe of Commons, and found 
him there, I mentioned that I was anxious every method ihould be taken on 
my part that fome explanation fliould take place on the well known differ- 
ence of opinion if it was pojHible, and that I knew no better way would be than 
meeting at his Houfe, and in his prcfence, whereby he could judge and bear 
teftimony to all that might pafs. We had much converfation on the mean- 
ing of the Claufe in the A61:. Since that period I have heard nothing further, 
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and I fhould therefore fuppofe there is nothing more to be expefted from 
that quarter. — I am going out o'town to morrow by an appointment of 
long (landing,' on the upper Navigation of the River Thames, and deferred 
that bufmefe to the laft moment that I might (as I have ftated) pay the 
utmoft attention to the reference made to Sir Martin Folkes at your laft 
Meeting.— Be fo good to fubmitthis Letter to your Meeting of Tuefday 

next at Ely. 

I am, with much refpedt, 

Your very Humble Servant, 

(Signed) ROBERT MYLNE. 

If an application to Parliament fhould be thought proper, it might be 
done this Seflion, by prefenting a Petition for leave to prcfent the real and 
neceffary Petition. 



From Sir Thomas Hyde Page to Mr. Lenvmon. 

Bryanston-Street, 17th April, 1802. 

fttr, . 

I RECEIVED your Letter of the 29th ult. fince which time 
I have had no corrcfpondcncc with Mr. Mylne, am therefore not able to 
Inforoi you what his prcfent ideas are, relative to the Eau-Brink Cut, but 
my own opinion cannot be altered. I have uniformly expreffcd my deter- 
mination to ^bide by the Dimenfions that are in the Aft of Parliament, it 
confequend/ is not neceffary to difcufs any points with Mr. Mylne con- 
cerning his new projeft. I herewith tranfmic a Copy of a Letter I have 
written to the Marquis Townlhend, at whofe requeft I was originally indu- 
ced to take any part in projefts for Draining the Fens. Its contents will 
explain to the Commiilioners the neccflary diftinftion that Ihould be under- 
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ftood between Mr. Mylne and myfelf, as. Engineers, with whom Ifhall 
hereafter have no communication beyond feeing the Cut marked on the 
Ground, fhould the Dimenfions in the A£t of Parliament be adopted. 

I am. Sir, 

Your mod obedient. 

Humble Servant, 

(Signed) THOMAS HYDE PAGE. 



From Sir Tfwmas Hyde Page to Marquis Townshend. 
(Rejferred to in the preceeding Letter.) 

Bryanston-Street, 10th April, 1802. 

i^p lorti, 

I AM forry that it has not been in my power to fend your 
Lordfhip the Correfpondcnce (which accompanies this Letter) fooner, as 
1 have been much engaged in fome Family Affairs, and which prevent my 
having the fatisfaftion of waiting on your Lordfhip this Morning. It is 
my particular wi(h that your Lordfhip would confider the Correfpondence, 
as I cannot continue a prolix and unncceflary difcuffion with a Civil Engi- 
neer, who is engaged and paid by the Eau-Brink Commiflioners for his 
Services, while I feel the propriety, as a Military Officer, of declining any 
Salary or Reward, without the previous approbation of the King, or the 
Mafter General of the Ordnance. This was my uniform conducSt fo long 
fince as the American War, when your Lordfhip was at the Head of the 
Ordnance, and when at your requeft I gave an opinion for Draining the Fens 
to the Bedford Level Corporation; but I declined at that time accepting the 
offer of any kind of pecuniary Reward; I have not in Ireland, or otherwife 
in a fmgle inftance, received either pay or renumeration for Services be- 
yond my Military employment, without having firft obtained his Majefty's 
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approbation, or that of the Matter- General of the Ordnance.— I take the 
liberty of making this obfervation, as it may fcem to the Commiffioners of 
the Eau- Brink Cut, with whom I am but little acquainted, tliat I may be 
called upon as one of their Officers to Eftimate and make Reports, as Mr. 
Mylne has thought proper to do. — I had not obtained the approbation of 
Lord Chatham to attend at the laft Meeting at Cambridge. The previous 
permiffion of his Lordfhip (hould have been aiked by the Commiffioners, 
as a requeft from the Country, which I conceive would have been granted, 
but it did not occur to me foon enough, to let the Commiffioners know 
that this official form was neceffary, prior to the Cambridge Meeting. — I 
therefore wrote to the Commiffioner's Clerk, that reafons of a Military na- 
ture prevented my attendance; had I aiked Lord Chatham, in the firft in» 
fiance, it might have been fuppofed that I was foliciting a favour for my- 
felf, and through miftake, there might have been an idea, that I was em* 
ployed and paid for joining with Mr. Mylne to Drain the Fens, in prefer- 
ence to Military Duty. — I have not made Eftimates for the Eau-Brinlc 
Cut, becaufe the Adl of Parliament does not require themfrom me; but 
had it done fo, I (hould have felt (as a Man of Honor) the neccffity of an 
Eftimate to cover the Expence, inftead of naming a fum as Mr. Mylne 
has done, of about one- third of what the Cut would coft, even if his own 
Dimenfions were adopted, which however for the fafety of the Country 
they never ought to be. 

I have the honor to be. 
My Lord, 

Your Lordfhip's moft obliged. 
Humble Servant, 
(Signed) THOMAS HYDE PAGE^ 
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From Mr, Lemmon to Sir Tftomas Hyde Page,. 

Om the other half I fend you Copy of an Order made by the 
Eau-Brink Commiffipners, at their Meeting on the 23d inftant. I re- 
ceived your favor of the 17th, which I laid before the Commiffioners at 
their faid Meeting, who are very f(>rry to find that you and Mr. Mylne 
cannot agree j they however hope and truft, that you will nominate a third 
Pcrfon to fettle the difference between ye. 

I remain. Sir, 

Your moft obedient. 

Very Humble Servant, 

(Signed) WILLIAM LEMMO^^ 

Sowiihain^ 29th Aprilj 1802* 



Copy of Order referred to by the Above Letter* 

23d April, 1«02. 

At an adjourned Meeting of the Commiffioners for carrying; 
into execution the Eau-Brink Aft of Parliament, holden at the White- 
Hart Inn, in Ely, on Friday the twenty- third day of April, 1 802,-^ 

THE REV. GEORGE JENYN^, iN THE CHAIR; 

The following Order was made. Viz. 

'< Whereas it i^ppears to .this Meeting, that as Sir Thomas Hyde Page 
*' and Mr. Mylne have not agreed as to the form and Dimenfions for mak- 
** ing the faid new River or Cut, and it being the defire of the Commif- 
** fioners to have a third Perfon appointed to fettle the difference between. 
" them,'* 
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^f It is therefore ordered that the Clerk do write to Sir Thomas 
" Hyde Page and Mr. Mylne, and requeft them to nominate a third 
** Engineer for that purpofe, and that they be requcfted to tranfmit 
***fuch anfwer to the Clerk, on or before the firftday of June next. 

(Signed) WILLIAM LEMMOX, 

CLERK TO THE COMMISSIONERS. 



From Si7' Thomas Hyde Page to Mr. Leynnwn. 

Bryanstoii-SiiCet, 27th May, 1802. 

I WAS favoured with your Letter of the 29th ult. informing me 
that it was the defire of the Commiffioners to have a third Engineer nomi-- 
nated to fettle the difference of opinion that had arifen relative to the Eau- 
Brink Cut, in anfwer to which I beg to acquaint you, (for the information 
of the Commiffioners), that tlieir wifli perfeftly accords with my own, but 
I am informed by a Gentleman of the Law, who has been consulted, that 
the Aft of Parliament does not give mc sufficient power to join in the no- 
mination of a third Engineer for the dimenfions of the Cut, altho' the fame 
Aft for all other Works contains authority for a third Perfon to arbitrate 
upon a difrerence of opinion ; I can therefore only fiibmit the confideration 
to the Commiffioners, and requeft that they will get the point afcertained, 
and fhould it appear that I am mistaken in the conftruftion of the Aft, I 
Jhall without lofs of time, be ready to join in the nomination of an Umpire, 
lam not acquainted with any Civil Engineer of experience, who has not 
already either reported upon draining the Fens or been in Evidence refpcft- 
ing the Cut, but it would be my intention, if properly authorized, to name 
Major Rennell, who has defcribed in the moft able and fcientific way, the 
Currents of the River Ganges, and is confequently well qualified todecide 
upon the prcfenc qucftion. 
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I have no Perfonal acquaintance with Major Rcnnell, and the know* 
ledge I have of his abilities is from his Writings. 

Colonel Twifs of the Royal Engineers, and Major Mudge of the Royal 
Artillery, are alfo known to be fcientific Men of ftridb honor- and great abi- 
lities, I fhould therefore approve of any one of the three Gentlemen I have 
mentioned, as Umpire upon this occafion. 

I hope the Commiffioners will clearly underftand, that I am very defi- 
rous of complying with their requcft, but the point for previous confidera- 
tion is the legality of the proceeding, they will therefore be good enough ta 
relieve me from the doubt that has arifen and thereby enable me to tcrmi- 
natc the difcuffion with Mr, Mylne. 

I am. Sir, 

Your moft Obedient, 

Humble Servant, 

(Signed) THOMAS HYDE PAGE^ 



From Mr. Lemmon ta Sir Thomas Hyde Page. 

Downham, 29th Maj, 1802. 

The Eau-Brink Aft of Parliament direfts, that the Cut (hall be 
fet out conformable to the Orders and dircftions of you and Mr. Mylne, it 
is therefore certainly requifite that you and he fhould agree as to the setting 
it out, that not being the cafe at prefent, the Commiffioners conceive that 
you and Mr. Mylne can appoint a third Engineer to fettle that difference 
between y^, and that both of you do then concur in the determination of 
fuch third Perfon. The Aft certainly does not give any power for a third 
Pcrfon to fet out the Cut, and the Commiffioners reafl)n for wifliing you 
to nominate fuch Perfon, is only for the purpofe of determining the con- 
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ftruAicn of the Claufe for fetting out the Cut, which appears to be the only 
difference between ye j I think if you and Mr. Mylne were to meet, you 
would not find any difficulty in fettleing this point, and which I hope you will 
foon do. — I muft requeft the favor of a line as foon as convenient, inform- 
ing me whether you are likely to agree or not ; in the mean time, 

I remain. Sir, 

Your mod Obedient, 

Very Humble Servant, 

(Signed) WILLIAM LEMMOK. 



From Sir Thomas Hyde Page to Mr. Lemmon. 

Bryaiiston-Strect, 7th June, 1802. 

By your favor (which I have received) I cannot help believ- 
ing you have miftaken my meaning conveyed in the Letter of the 27th of 
lad month, which was meant for the Eau-Brink Commiffioners, and until I 
have a clear and explicit anfwer from them, as to the explanation of the 
Adt, it is impollible for me to fay more than that Letter expreffed upon 
the fubjeft. 

I hope and truft that the Commiffioners will obtain a regular Law Opi- 
nion upon the Claufe refpefting the Cut, the doubts that have arifen be- 
ing fo very ferious, and involving either the improvement or ruin of a rich 
and extenfive Country. 

I am. Sir, 

Your mod Obedient, 

Humble Servant, 

(Signed) THOMAS HYDE PAGE. 
G 2 From 
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Frofn Mr. Lemmon ta Mr. Mj^ne. 

Downfiam, 31st May, tSOi', 

I RECE.IVED a Letter from Sir Thomas Hyde Page, in aniwcr 
to one I fent hinx on the 29th April, fimilar to that 1 fent yott on the fame 
day, and underneath is a Copy of Sir Thomas's Letter> as alfo a Copy of 
my anfwer to him. — I fbould wifh to be informed as early as poffible, whe- 
ther it is likely you and Sir Thomas will agree to the nomination of a third^ 
Pcrfon, to fettle the difference which now exifts between ye. 

And am. Sir, 

Your moft Obedient, 

Very Humble Servant, 
(Signed) WILLIAM LEMMON. 



Copy of a Letter fronr Sir Thomas Page to Mr. Lemmon. (See Letter of 27th May, 1802.) 
Copy Mr. Lemmon's Answer. (See Letter 29 Ji May, 1802.) 



Frojn Mr. Mxflne to Mr. Lemmon^ 

London, July &tl), 1802, 

I HAVE waited fince your Letter of 31 ft May, to fc€ if any 
thing 7»or^ was to be produced from you or Sir Thonjas Page. — Having 
heard nothing from you, or of him, I nowbeg leave to anfwer youi* favour. 
At the rate, and in the manner proceeded on, in tranfmitting Letters 
between yourfelf and ijour ivco Correfpondents, I am afraid there will be 
more difficulty to procure -the fettlement -of an Umpire, than leading off 
the fi .od and drainage waters oithe Ouze thro' Lynn into the hea. 

But 
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But however, in aAfwer, I declare that I am ready to d^ree to the imni^ 
nation of a third Person to settle the difference which nozo exists between Sir 
Thomas f age and myfelf. — And that upon thy honor, I will abide by tKe 
determination of fuch Perfoh fince this Method is approved of by the Com* 
fniffioners, and fmce the fame is found and eonfidered tlo ways derogatory 
to the AQt of Parliament, as appears by your laA Letter to Sir Thomas 
on the 29th of May, J 802, 

As Sir Thomas has objefted to any within his knowledge of the Corjis 
of Civil Engineers, out of Civility 1 fhall abide by this P^eto, a'gainft my 
Brethren, altho' this is alone a profeilional queftioh of Civil Engineering, 
and I (hould think it improper to return fuch a Compliment to the CoVps 
of Military Engineers. 

And yet I cannot however approve of any of the particular Gentlemen 
whom be mentions in his Letter to you of the 27th of May, all of them 
Military M^n, 

Major Rcnnell is an excellent and learned Geographer, formerly Engi- 
neer in the Eall-India Company's Service. — He is my old and efteemed ac- 
xjuaintance, and by chance I have had occasion to know he was informed, and 
converfed with, by Sir Thomas Page, on the Eau-Brink bufinefs and its 
peculiarities* 

With Major Mudge I have the pleafure of an intimate acquaintance, and 
to him I gave lately the Base line from Lynn City to Alderman Gary's 
Houfe, to ferve and be ofufe to his great Work of the Survey of this 
Kingdom, if he would have occafion for fuch a good Datum. 

From this intimacy with him, and knowing he cannot find time for this 
Bufinefs from his Publick Duty, I muft beg leave to decline my approbation. ^ 

As to the third, being a perfed ftranger to me, I cannot think it would 
be right to aflign any reafons, fince Colonel Twifs is in fituations of high 
truft publickly, and engaged privately in matters which do not recommen4 
him to my powers of difccrnment and profeffional eftecm, as any ways con- 
verfant in this particular Line of Civil (not Military) Art. 

There 
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There is a Peribn who is of neither of thefe two. particular walks in life, 
and who alone is qualified by his endowments, general knowledge, and 
profeffional Education. — And tho* I know him, equal to the whole circle 
of this queftion, I have not converfed with him on this fubjft. 

He is a publick Man, in feme respcft of independent mind, as well as 
fortune, he is a good Aftronomer, and the beft Marine Geographer in 
this Country, he underftands Shipping, Navigable Rivers, and Harbours, 
particularly. 

He is a good^Mathematician and Machanick, I would name such a qua-- 
lified persoTiy and if he does not anfwer this Defcription in the opinion of 
all Men, I will in fuch a cafe give up all hopes and expcftations of any 
other Gentleman being found fo fit for the obje6t of both Parties. 

I am, with great refpeft. 

Your very Humble Servant, 
(Signed) ROBERT MFLNE. 



Proceedings at a Meeting of the Commissioners held 26th of August ^ 1802, 

At a Meeting of the Commiffioners of Drainage, for putting in further 
execution the Eau-Brink Aft of Parliament, holden (by adjournment) at 
the Rofe Inn, in Cambridge, on Thurfday the twenty-fixth day of Auguft, 
1802. 

WILLIAM HENRY FELLOWES, ESQ— IN THE CHAIR. 

In purfuance of an Order made at a Meeting of the Commiffioners on 
the twenty third of April laft, a cafe has been dated, and the Opinion of 
Mr. Wilfon obtained thereon, of which the following is a Copy- 
Cafe.' 
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CASE. 

By an Aft of Parliament, Intitled " An Aft for Improving the Drainage 
" of the Middle and South Levels, part of the Great Level of the Fens cal- 
** led Bedford Level, and the Low Lands adjoining or near to the faid 
" Levels, as alfo the Lands adjoining or near to the River Ouzc in the 
** County of Norfolk, Draining through. the fame to Sea, by the Harbour 
** of King's-Lynn, in the faid County ; and for Altering and Improving the 
" Navigation of the faid River Ouze, from or near a Place called Eau- 
** Brink, in the Parifh of Wiggenhall Saint Mary, in the faid County, to 
" the faid Harbour of King's- Lynn ; and for Improving and Preferving the 
" Navigation of the feveral Rivers communicating with the faid River 
" Ouze y *' The Commiffioners for Drainage under the faid Aft, are au« 
thorized and required to make a certain River or Cut as therein defcribed, 
conformable to the Orders and direftions of Sir Thomas Hyde Page, Knight, 
and Robert Mylne, Efquire, (See Aft, folio 11 and 12). 

The faid Sir Thomas Hyde Page and Mr. Mylne have been called upon 
by the Commiffioners, to fet out the faid River or Cut agreeable to 
the Aft, but they cannot agree as to the Diraenfions thereof, each of them 
having put a different conftruftion upon that part in the Aft, which direfts 
the fetting out the Cut. 

By another Claufe in the Aft, i(o\io 19), It is Enafted "That in all 
*' Cafes where there (hall be any difference of Opinion between the faid 
" Sir Thomas Hyde Page and Robert Mylne, or between the Engineers to 
" be appointed in their place and Head as aforefaid, or between either of 
" them, and the Engineer to be appointed in the Place and Head of the 
" other of them, touching any of the Works, Matters, and Things aforefaid> 
<* fave and except as to the dimenfions and General form of the faid inten- 
** ded new River or Cut, which are, and is to be fuch as herein before di^ 
" refted, and no other, it (hall be lawful for the two Engineers fo differing 
" in Opinion, and they are hereby required to call in to their affiftance^ 
*^ fome other able and experienced Engineer, by way of Umpire. " 

« Unlefs 
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" Unlefs the faid Sir Thomas Hyde Page and Mr. Mylne'do agree to 
** fet out the Cut, or to nominate a third Engineer to fettl? the difference 
" wliich no>y exills between them, the Commiffioners conceive they havQ 
" no Power whatever to put the Adt in execution, 

** Four Opinion is therefore requested^ ' ' 

** \st* — ^Whether the faid Sir Thomas Hyde Page and Mr. Mylne have 
*' any Power by the Adt, to nominate a third Engineer to 
"fet out the Cut ? 

^^2d. — If they have fuch Power and refufe to exercife it, then whether, 
" upon application being made to the Court of King's Besictx 
** a Mandamus can be obtained to compel them to nominate; 
«^ fuch third Engineer, or what are the moft advifeable ftcps^ 
** for the faid Commiffioners to purfue in order to enable 
** them to carry the hSa into execution ? 

OPINION. 

" The Ad of Parliament fecms to prefumc, that the dimenfions and 
" form of the new Cue are fj clearly exprcffed in folio 1 1 and 12, that no 
" difference could arifc as to thofe Points. — Accordingly the Engineers are 
*' minifterially to follow the direftions of the Aft in thefe particulars. 

" If they were to differ in other Points, as for inftance, in the dircciion 
** of the Cut, they might call in a third Engineer, but as they differ in their 
" Conftrudion of the dimenfions which are fpecifically excepted in folio 19* 
*5 1 think they have no power to nominate a third Engineer, xis Umpire, 
" f<^r the purpofc of putting a conftrucWon on the Ad: in this refpedt. — 
"They may take what advice and affiftance they pleafe, but cannot invcft 
"a third Engineer with any authority. 

" Suppofing that Sir Thomas Page and Mr. Mylne ultimately differ, and 
•* do not obey the diredlions of the Ad in this rcfped, after being required 

by. 
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'"by the Commiflioners, or if they have already been lb required, I cottr 
*' ceive the Court of King's Bench,, on aflSdavit of the fads, would grant a 
** Mandamus to compel them. — And I think it would be no anfwer to 
** fuch Mandamus that they differ in opinion on the conftruftion, but that 
" the Court would oblige them to proceed to the beft of their judgment. 
*' The ultimate end of fuch a Proceeding, if refitted, would be, an attach- 
Tment againft both. 

" It is probable however that in the coi^rfe of tl^e Proceeding fome tem- 
** perament would be thought of, either by the Court putting a conftruftion 
'* on the Ad, or putting it in fome way of accommodation. 

" t think this is the only way tjie CoiTimifliwers of Drainage can proceec^ 
** unlefs either Sir Thomas Page ex Mr. Mylne Should refufe to Aft any 
" further, in which cafe a new Engineer might be chofen as the A A di- 
*' refts. — If it is meant to begip the Works this Summer, the applicatioQ 
** fhould be made as early as pofTible, for the Mahdanius to obtain a de- 
" cifion in the approaching Term. 

GEOmS WILSON. 

liincoln'slnn, 15tli June, 1602^ 



In consequence of the above Opimon^ fhefoUoxmng Notice was sfgned hy the 
Commmioners present at this Meetings and directed to he served upon 
the said Sir Ihamas Hyde Page and Mr. Mylne, {that is to say J : 

"We whofeK^mes are hereunto fubfcribed, .being the CommiffionVlrs 
*' for Drainage, appointed in aud by an A(5t of Parliament, pafled in the 
«' thirty-fifth Year of the Reign of his prefentMajefty, Intitled " An A(5t 
** for Improving the Dramage of the iMiddle and South Levels, part of ihe 
*^ Great Level of the Fens called Bedford Level, and the Low Lands ad- 

H ** jomiiig 
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"joining or near to the faid Levels, as alfo the Lands adjoining or near to 
** the River Ouze, in the County of Norfolk,, draining through the same to 
** Sea by the Harbour of King's -Lynn, in the faid County i and for Altering 
** and Improving the Navigation of the faid River Ouze from or near a Place 
*^ called Eau-Brink, in the Parilh of Wiggenhall Saint Mary, in the faid 
•* County, to the faid Harbour of King's -Lynn, and for Improving and 
" preferving the Navigation of the fcvcral Rivers communicating with the 
"faid River Ouze," prcfcnt at a Meeting held by the Authority of the 
" faid A6t, at the Rofe Inn,' in Cambridge, on Thurfday the twcnty-fixth 
" day of Augull inftant. Do hereby require you forthwith to determine, 
" mark, and (lake out, the ftveral dimenfions as well as the figure, form,. 
** fituation, and diredion, of the intended New River or Cut, out of the 
*' River Ouze from the Common Salt Marfh at or near a Place called Eau- 
" Brink, in the Parifh of Wiggenhall Saint Mary, in the County of Nor- 
*' folk, and to rejoin or fall into the preftnt Courfe of the faid River 
*'Ouze, at or near the Harbour of King*s-Lynn, in the laid County, and 
•* of the feveral parts thereof) agreeable to the general Plan or outline men- 
" tioned in the faid Aftj and alfo the length and extent of the feveral parts 
*' thereof, together with the manner of its jun(5tiofti with theprefent River^ 
** between Germans Bridge and Eau-Brink, at the Upper end thereof,, 
** and between the lower parts of it and the Boal Wharf, at the lower end 
** thereof, according to the diredions of the faid A(5t of Parliament. — Da- 
** ted this twenty-fixth day of Augufb, 1802. 

(Signed) 



''To Sir Thomas Hyde Page, Knight;; and 
"Robert Mylne, Esq. Engineers; ap- 
•'pointed by the Act of Parliament 
V above-mentioned/* 



W. Hv FiE:LLOWES> 
GEORGE JENYNS, 
THOMAS GROUND, 
OWSLEY ROWLEY, 
H. P. STANDLEY, 
J. HOWELL, 
S. WELLS, 
W. WILLIAMS. 
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'From Sir Ttiomas Hyde Page to Mr, Lemmon. 

Duke-Street, Portland-PIace, 28th August, 1802, 

The Notice from the Coinmiflioners of the Eau-Brink Dram- 
agc has been delivered to me, and altho' I am not yet able to fet out, hav- 
ing been indifpofed fome days, I hope it will be in my power to fee you at 
Downham by Thurfday or Friday next, and it will afford me fatisfadtion to 
fee the intended Cut traced according to the Aft of Parliament, which by 
the above Notice dated the 26th inflant, I find to be the wifh of the Com« 
miilioners. 

I am. Sir, 

Your mofl: Obedient, 

Humble Servant, 
(Signed) THOMAS HYDE PAGE. 



From 1Sir Thomas Hyde Page to Mr. Lemmx)iu 

Sir Thomas Page prefents his Compliments to Mr. Lem- 
mon, he is now on the Koad to Downham, and hopes to fee him there in a 
few days, but not fo foon as to-morrow, as he is under the neccflity of rtop- 
ping at Barkway, which may caufe fome delay. 

Sir Thomas Page wiflies to fee Mr. Golborne at Downham, on Mon- 
day Morning, to go with him to examine the Line from Eau-Brink to the 
part, near Lynn, that is already marked on the Ground. 

Ware, 1st September, 1802. 
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From Sir Thomas lij^e^P^e to Mr. Lemmon. 

Downham, 41h September^ 1802. 

Being defirous of complying with the wiflics of the Com* 
miflioners of the Eau-Brink Adt, exprefled in their Notice and Order of the 
26th ult, I rcqueft that you will inform Mr. Mylnc of my arrival this 
day at Do wnhamj and that it ismy defire to fee him here, agreeable to a 
jlmilar Notice, which I prefume has alfo been delivered to him on their 
part, that we may '« forthwith • ' together fuperintend the operation o^ 
marking on the Ground, the Lines for the intended Eau-Brink Cut> ac* 
cording to the Diredlions in the Aft of Parliament. 

I have tlie honor to be. Sir, 
Your moft Obedient, 

Humble Servant, 
(Signed) THOMAS HYDE PAGE. 



From Sir Tfiomfis Hj/^de P^ge to Mr. Leinmotu 

Downham, 8th September^ 1802. 

As ypu tiave not h? apd frofp Mr. Mplnc in anfwer to the let- 
ter you wrote to him, and i^iQiiQt therefore fLcquaint me when he is likely 
to arrive, I am induced to m^fce^n oflfsr pf proceeding to mark out (on the 
Ground) the feveral Lines of the Eau-Hnqk Cut, as direfted by the Ad: 
of P^liament, nofwithftapd^'ng his abfence, if ypu w^ll previoully obtain, 
his approbation i this I ftm of Qpjnion he may with grc^w: prppriety au- 
thorize upon his own non-attendance, as he in a former inllance traced t^ie 
Centre Line with my approbation, when I was in Ireland. 

I have the honor to be. Sir, 

Your moft Obedient, 

Humble Servant, 
(SigQcd) THOMAS HYDE PAGE. 

From 
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f^rom 4/^% Jk<^/w to Mr. Leinmon. 

Amwell, near Ware, Herts, September 8th, 1802. 

Your letter of tbc 5th tavclkd after mc, to this place. I 
have wrote a Letter to Mr. Golbome, and fcn^ it to you inclofed, that 
you may read it, take a Copy, and forward it to hun where he may be,^ 
^ he may be fr-om home, if I wasp direjfl: it there. -^ From what I conceive 
of Sir Thomas Page's mQvemeats, Mr. Gplborne may he at Lynn at this 
time. — If fo, all will be well, at Icaft in this refpe6V. 

Your expedtation of hearing from me on Tuefday Was oot poffible, for 
I Icfc town on Sunday, ?nd Sir Thomas's fpare time of five days expires 
to night, and before this Letter leaves this place by tHe Poll. 

To leave London^ — ^arrive at Downhftm,— ^oij ta write you there, — to 
lyrite mie in London,— to me,et hipi in^LyQp,-rforthwith, together to fu* 
pcrintend, &c. &c. what is not agreed on, is not my way «f doing bufmefe* 

I am. 
Your very Humble Servant, 

(Signed) ROBERT MYLNE. 



From Mr. M^/lne to Mr. Golbome. 

AmweH, near Ware, Herti^ Septi^siber 8tb, 1BQ2, 
MR. OOLBORNE. 

If you have not, I requeft the favour you will ; mieet Sir 
Thomas Page on the New Cut, between Lynn andxhe Eau-Brink for the 
propofed Bed of the Ouze; fliew him the lipc of Poles fet up laft Autumn, 
for the Middle line of the whole undertaking, which determines, mgrk.^^ 
and ftakes out, the figure, form, fituation, and direftion, of the faid Mid- 
dle 
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die line of the new River or Cut, and of the fcvcral part* thereof^ longitu^ 
dmally, agreeable to the general Plan or oudinc mentioned in the A61 of 
Parliament, 

It is for Sir Thomas to accede or objcft, at his pleafure, to this princi- 
pal and preliminary point, and to convey his fenriments thereon. — It was 
performed with his previous knowledge and approbation. 

I fuppofe you will have with you at Lynn, the old Plan made before the 
Aft of Parliament had any exiftence, and alfo the new Plan made and for- 
med in all refped-s, agr-eeably to the general Plan or outline mentioned in 
the Aft, and which is the only Plan which the imperious circumftances of 
Drainage, internal Navigation, and a Harbour, in a combined point of 
view, demands of the Commillion created by the A& for the Country. 

Many other Plans, varied and differing from each other, might be made 
agreeably to the A6t, and yet different from the former old one, and. the 
latter new one formed by me* 

You will be fo good to proceed thereafter to the fetting of the different 
Widths of the Cut from this Middle line of the New Plan, between the 
Banks at High Water mark; and to do this, I doubt whether you can pro- 
cure any Workmen fit for the purpofe at this untoward time of the harvtft, 
in that part of the Country. — Low flakes, 10 feet out of the Ground, op- 
pofite to each Pole of the Middle line will be fufficient, all the reft follows 
of courfe, and need not be fet out now, unlcfs Sir Thomas defires it, but 
let alone at prefent as more proper for execution, 

I have taken this liberty for your doing fo, bccaufe it is not pofTible for 
me to leave London, at this period, on account of Works being in pro- 
grefs to be done before the rainy Seafon and Ihort days fet in ; and to leave 
which, without Notice of a few Weeks for proper arrangements to take 
place, would be diflionourable in me, and no reafonable perfons would 
Tcquire. 

Thefc 
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Thefe things done, I (ball vifit and view, and difcufs what occurs, andT 
(hall think it a duty, timely to inform you the period, when I can have 
my avocations, confiftent, always with yours, 

I am, with great refpeft. 

Your very Humbk Servant, 

(Signed) ROBERT MYLNE. 



From Mr. Lemmon to Mr. Golbortie. 

I RECEIVED the above Letter from Mr. Mylne by this Pofl:^ 
inclofed in one to me. It does not appear by this, that he has received my 
Letter, wherein I informed him that Sir Thomas Page and you had been 
and examined the Middle line of the Cut. I prefume I fhall hear from him 
again in anfwcr to that, if fo I will let you know. 

And remain. Dear Sir, 

Your's truly, 

(Signed) WILLIAM LEMMON^ 

Downliam, 11th September, 1802. 



From Mr. Mylne to Mr. Lemmon. 

Amwell, Herts^ September 12th, 1802i 

I RECEIVED yelterday, your Letters of the 8th and 9th in-i 
ilant, at a little diftance from this place, in the middle of a hard days work 
of executive bufinefe. 

I obferve from them, you had not received my Letter of the 8th, with 
the inclufed for Mr. Golborne. lo thefe, I beg leave to refer you, and 

Ihall 
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dialldtlljr'tike teivfe to add, diit Sit l^homas l^age may (if lie thinks pro- 
per), fet o\it the breadtlls of his idea of the Cut of RiVer,.at high and low 
water marks, provided I am at liberty to ftt cm tny idea in thefe refpefts, 
alfo. 

Approbation of cithfcr fide tnay ftiilbe refcrved as much as if nothing had 
been done. 

Much good may flow from this, for the Commiflloners and the Coun- 
try may then conceive the true figure on the fcite itfclf, inftead of papers 
referring to Scales. Time and expence v/ill be fev^d by Sir Thomas (bcing^ 
now on the fpot) having it in liis power to do his portion of this fervice,. 
forthtvUhy and as foon as my avocations can poflibly admit, I will take the 
earliefl: opportunity to perform my Ihare of it. Thefe things done, com- 
parrifon will fiiew truly, wherein the difi^erence lies, between the one and 
the other, and where they coincide. The Commiffioners may then exer- 
cife their opinions on the fubje<3:, for fu rely the freedom of judging isfliill 
referved to them in common with the whole Country, notwithftanding^ 
their power and elevated quality, as Commiflioners for the execution. 

In the pr^ferit'ftate of things, this is the only plan I can Conceive, where- 
by prftc^cdirfgs "may ^o on, and^eondUiation may perhaps grow out of the 
circumfllances of fuch a Contraft being exhibited to Our own minds, as. 
well as the World at large. 

For my own part, I am free to own, invefliigation on ib large and pub- 
lick a Scale, meets ray ihmd oh all Tuch occafions, wherein there is too 
much reafon to doubt. 

I have only to repeat once more, what I have urged fo much in publick,. 
tllfat ^tfiy'^Hah 'beil^g done,, does hbt preclude Sir Thortias Page's being 
^Optcd, ^h^te fotod ft;6d«(at^ by ^flfe^geitietlit^ that'purpofe; but if 

his Plan is cut to its whole fize, it precludes mine for ever. 

'For'it ■ IhtbuW be^tmderftoOd, me latter is eontained witilin the fortiler, 
^nd yt t both-^re^yarrartted didy^ ind fairly byt the Aft . 

I 
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I congratulate the Commiffioners with fatisfe6bion, that the middle line 
is now approved of to be agreeable to the Ad, and I truft good fenfe and 
deep reflexion will fettle the remainder. 

I go to London to morrow morning, for the whole week to attend to 
feveral engagemcnrs which are out of my power to modify or to do away.. 
Among others, I have to be at Blackwall to meet Perfbns, on the remo- 
val of a Rock above 1000 ton weight, very injurious to the Thames navi- 
gation. 

Pleafe to communicate this Letter to Mr. Golborne, 

And oblige. 

Your very Humble Servant, 
(Signed) ROBERT MYLNE. 

Note. — ^A Copy of the above Letter vi-as sent to Sir Thomas Hyde Page. 



From Sir TiLomas Hyde Page to Mr. Lemmori. 

HilJington-Hall, 17tli September, 1802. 

r HAVE been favoured with your Letter of ye(lerday*s date, I 
also have received the copy of a Letter you had from Mr. Mylne, and alrho' 
I do not agree in opinion with him upon fome material points 'therein, I 
fliall proceed without lofs of time to fuperintend the tracing on the ground 
fuch parts of the Eau-Brink Cut, as I think may be done with propriety 
in his abfence, I therefore beg to fee Mr. Golborne at the Duke's-Head, 
at Lynn, on Monday morning next,, by eleven o'clock, and he fhould 
bring a proper number of Workmen with him to trench or lockfpit the 
centre line> prior to any further operations. 

I have the honor to be, Sir> 

Your mod Obedient, 

Humble Servant,. 
(Signed) THOMAS HYDE PAGE. 
I P. S. 
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p. S. I requeft that you will be good enough to fend a Meffcnger to 
Mr. Golborne, on the receipt of this Letter. 

Note. — ^A Copy of the above letter was sent to Mc. G^^borne. 



From Mr. Golborne te Mr. Lemm^?u 

Since I received your favour of yefterday's date, I have esa- 
deavoured to procure fome Labourers to attend on Sk Thomas Page, .to 
lockfpit out fuch parts of €hc Eaoi-Brink Cut, as he fhall direft, but in 
vain, thfiy are engaged 4n Harveft and the Corn being fo ripe now, as to be 
Ihedding the feed, the Farmers will not part with them o?z aw/ account ^ un- 
til the Crops are cut down,, which if this fine weather continues, may be 
in another week, when I will attend Sir Thomas with them, by heaiing 
from him or yourfelf. 

Pam, Dear Sir, 

Your's very obediently, 

(Signed) JAMES GOLBORNE. 

Ely, September 19tli, 1802. 

P. S. Let me hear from yoU, and inform me what number of Men 
Sir Thomas wilhcs to have. 



From Sir Thomas Hi/de Pcige to Mr. Lemmon. 

Lyiin^SOth Se()teiBber,' 1602; 

Your Meffehget has tnfet me on the road, and I feel happy 
that it is in my power to infomiyou, from the btft authority, that Work« 
men may be procured immediately at Lynn, 1 fhall dicrcfore depend on 
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feeing Mr. Golborne at the Duke's-Head, by eleven o'clock on WedncP- 
day next, to engage them on the fpot. 

The Commiffioner's Notice, dated 26th ult. was to trace the Cut forth* 
icith. I have been in this Country for that purpofe fince the 4th of this 
month ; Mr. Golborne wiil therefore (from this circumftance) be aware of 
the neceffity of meeting me at the time I have appointed, that no imputa- 
tion of delay may attach to cither of us upon the occafion i it being my un- 
akerable determination to execute what the A6k of Parliament requires, 
without prefumingto alter any of the Dtmenfions contained in it. 

I have the honor to be. Sir, 
Your moft Obedient, 

Hufnble ^ei^Mant, 

(Signed) THOMAS HYDE PAGE. 

Note. — A Cq)y of the above Letter was sent to Mr. Golborne, and he met Sir Thomas at 
the time appointed, and tliey proceeded to set out tlie Cut. 



From Mr. Lemmon to Mr. Mybie. 

Downham, 28ih> September, 1802. 

Sir Thomas Page and Mr. Golborne have been at work 
€ver fince Wednefday laft, in fetting out the Dimenfions of the Eau-Bnnk 
Cut, and I undcrftand from Mr. Golborne, that they don't expeft to finifh 
till the latter end of this Week, or beginning of next. The next meeting 
of the Commiffioners is at Lynn, on the fourteenth of Oftober, and I ap* 
prehend Sir Thomas will remain in the Country till then, and attend the 
Meeting. I therefore think it right to acquaint you of it, in order for you 
to judge whether you think it will be requifitc for you to attend likewifc, and 
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in the mean time to examine the line of the Cut, as fct out by him, and to 
fay whether it meets with your approbation or not. 

I remain. Sir, 

Your moft Obedient, 

Very Humble Servant, 
(Signed) WILLIAM LEMMON. 



From Mr. Mylne to Mr^ Ltmmon. 

London, 1st October, 1S02. 

In confequence of your Letter of information of the 28th Sep- 
tember, I have wrote the inclofed to Mr. Golborne, you will be fo good 
to take a Copy and forward it, where he may be, there never was fuch fine 
weather, but the talk is a laborious one. I hope for the beft, that the Bu- 
finefs will be accurately done, for my expcdtations are fanguine, that the 
baic infpeftion of the two Cuts will foon manifcft, which is the fitted for 
the cafe. It is not for every man, indeed very few are capable of judging 
of the comparative and relative fize or magnitude of things on paper, ef- 
pecially when the paper contains little more than the new propoiition only^ 
and not afufficient portion of the old parts which cannot be altered, 

I am. 

Your very Humble Servant, 
(Signed) ROBER T MYLNE. 
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At a ^navtevh) Meeting of the Commissioners for carrying the said Act of 
Parliament into further Execution^ holden at the Duke's-Heady Inn, 
in King*s-Lynny on Thursday the lA^th day of October y 18L2. 

WILLIAM HENRY FELLOWES, ESQ.— IN THE CHAIR. 

A PAPER writing, of which the following is a Copy, was produced and 
read at this Meeting, (that is to fay): 

" Sir Thomas Page requefls that the Notice he received, dated the 26th 
^^ Auguft laft, from the Commiffioners, may be read by their Clerk, and 
*' alfo the Correfpondence at large with Mr. Mylne, there being maay 
" Gentlemen yet unacquainted with the contents of thofe papers. This 
« will lead to a confideration of the three Plans, and A61 of Parliament, 
«* which have been fubjcfts of difcuffion. 

" Sir Thomas Hyde Page holding a Commiflion as a Military Officer, 
*' cannot obey any order given by the Commiflioners, except what the A(5l 
" of Parliament authorizes, without the previous approbation of the King; 
" his prefent attendance is therefore in obedience to the Aft, as a Truftee, 
<« to fee the Lines of the Cut traced as itdiredls on the Ground.— He con- 
*^ fequently hereafter, can only have the honor of meeting the Commif- 
« fioners on the Spot, above alluded to, where the Cut is to be made, 
" which he will do as often as they may defire it, upon receiving ten Days 
<* previous Notice. — At the time the Aft paffed, the Dimenfions in it were 
«* inferted with the approbation of Sir Thomas Hyde Page and. Mr. Mylne, 
** and it cannot be doubted, but at that time they thought them the beft 
« for the Work. — No one could have prefumed to have recommended to 
" Parliament any other Dimenfions than thofe moll likely to be of Public 
*' Benefit, and beft calculated to preferve the Navigation and improve the 
*-Drainao-e of the Country. — The Correfpondence will beft explain Mr. 
« Mylne's fubfequent change of opinion 5 it will alfo explain that the opinion 
" of Sir Thomas Hyde Page has not been changed, and he will feel it a 
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*^' Duty to the Country at large, and to himfelf, to prcfteft aigainft any dcvl- 
** ations from the Dimcnfions in the Act of Parliament, (which had his ap* 
*^ probation), being convinced that the Navigation and Drainage require a 
"ftridl obfervance of them. Mr, Mylne not having appeared in confc- 
*' quence of the Notice, Sir Thomas Hyde Page informed him (through 
** Mr. Lemmon) of his readinefs to trace the Lines from the Dimehfions 
" in the Aft, (in Mr Mylne's abfence), which Mr. Golborne has fince 
*' done in Sir Thomas Hyde Page's prefence, at the lower and upper ends 
*'of the Cut, and the intermediate fpace may be furnifhed in a fhort time 
^^ fhould Mr. Mylne think proper to join with Sir Thomas Hyde JPage to 
** authorize it, but on the contrary fhould he perfevere in his endeavours to 
'"^ introduce a New Plan, differing fo materially from the large Map, and 
** certified Copy, as also from the Aft of Parliament, it muft be with the 
*^ Commiffioners to determine what further Steps are to be taken. Sir 
*' Thomas Hyde Page feeling it impoffible to proceed any further, under 
** the above circumftances, and he conceives that nothing fliort of analtera- 
*^ tion in the Aft of Parliament can terminate the difficulties that have ari- 
*^fen, as the prefent Aft does not admit of an arbitrator relative to the di- 
*'menfions of the Cut." 
Lynn, 14di October, 1802. 

" Mr. Cubitt having certified one of the Plans, Sir Thomas Hyde Page 
** has judge J it eflentially necefTary todefire his" attendance, that he fhould 
** appear before the Commiffioners, and anfvirer fuch Queftionsas they may 
**put to h'm, (relative to the certified Plan), for their information, upon 
"afubjeft of fo much importance." 

I^he Jolloiving Orders and ResoJuthns were then made. Viz. 

At this Meeting the Correfpondence between Sir Thomas Hyde Page 
and Mr, Mylne was read. 

Alfo at this Meeting the Thanks of the Commiffioners to Sir Thomas 
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Hyde Page for the ready attendance and exertion in the execution of the 
truft repofed ii^ hin* by thQ Act wpre qioved, ari4 fc^^ndcd, and una* 
nimoufly .^gfj^ed to by the CQOitniffioners prefcnt. 

Ordered. — That a suificient number of Copies of the Correfpondence 
between Sir Thomas Hyde Page and Mr. Myhie be printed for the ufc of 
the Commiffioners. 

Ordered. — That this Meeting does approve of the plan of the Cut diredt- 
cd by the A6t of Parliament, and as marked upon the Ground by Sir Tho- 
mas Page. 

Ordered. — That this Refolution be communicated to Mr. Mylne, and 
that Mr. Golborne attend him therewith for his concurrence.. 

Ordered. — That Mr. Golborne do attend at the next Meeting, and Re- 
port Mr. Mylne's anfwer to the Commiffioners. 

Ordered. — ^That the thanks of this Meeting be given to the Chairman 
for his Attention to the Bufmefs of the day. 

Ordered. — That this Meeting be adjourned to Monday the fifteenth day 
of November next, to be held at the Rofe Inn, in Cambridge, at clcvea 
o'clock in the forenoot^. 

W. H. FELLOWES. 

CHAIRMAN^, 
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